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LENTEN SERMON 


1 0.P. KRETZMANN 


ay we suggest these 
books for your Lenten 
and Easter reading 


PETER MARSHALL’S THE FIRST 
EASTER. Edited and introduced by 
Catherine Marshall. All the important 
scenes and events of Christ’s Passion, 
from the Last Supper to the Resurrec- 
tion—a drama alternately tender and 
terrible, but always engrossing, through 
the words of Peter Marshall. 10P562, 
$3.50 


THANKS BE TO GOD by Robert 
Rodenmayer. The author leads the 
reader to a renewed appreciation of 
life, the gifts of creation, and the good- 
ness of God. The book has a vivid 
style, practical application and a deep 
understanding of the human situation. 
Illustrated. 10T627, $2.00 


RISEN INDEED by G. D. Yarnold. 
This book is not a study, but a straight- 
forward and’ attractive exposition of 
the belief, which lies at the heart of 
Christianity, that Christ is risen indeed, 
and of its foundations in the New 
Testament. It will help both those who 
teach and preach. 10R332, $2.25 


THE SIGN OF THE CROSS by O. 
P. Kretzmann. Lenten sermons on the 
9 different signs which reach us from 
the cross: the sign for forgiveness; of 
peace; understanding; agony, decision; 
mystery; power; finality; and His pres- 
ence. Paper-bound, 108664, $1.25 


THE CHRISTMAS LIGHT AND THE 
EASTER HOPE by Frank Johnson 
Pippin. The theme of this book by a 
great Disciple minister is the signifi- 
cance of the two great holy seasons of 
the Christian Church: Christmas and 
Easter. The book can be viewed as a 
rich resource for the minister, and as a 
warm and captivating antidote for Mr. 
and Mrs. America. 10C745, $2.50 


DAILY MEDITATIONS ON THE 
SEVEN LAST WORDS by G. Ernest 
Thomas. These meditations for seven 
weeks will guide you as you make 
your own pilgrimage to the cross. The 
readings are based on the Seven Last 
Words which Jesus uttered on the 
cross, words which summarize Chris- 
tian truth. 10D275, $2.00 


THE MANNER OF THE RESUR- 
RECTION by Leslie D. Weatherhead. 
An unique and exciting discussion of 
the Resurrection: how it may have 
taken place. Firmly believing, Dr. 
Weatherhead approaches the subject 
from the viewpoint of recent research 
in the physical field. 10M531, $1.00 


WITH CHRIST IN THE UPPER 
ROOM by Lynn J. Radcliffe. Dr. 
Radcliffe translates the events in the 
Upper Room into personal meanings 
with such insight that you cannot help 
but feel, and practically live, the stir- 
ring message of the Upper Room. 
Paper-bound, 10W482, $1.50 


PREACHING THE RESURRECTION 
by Alton M. Motter. The illustrations 
and themes make these twenty-two ser- 
mons applicable to present-day prob- 
lems. Old cliches and pious phrases 
are notably missing, yet these sermons 
are strongly Bible-centered and as up- 
to-date as tomorrow. 10P565, $2.25 


THE DARK ROAD TO TRIUMPH 
by Clayton E. Williams. The mes- 
sages are centered around one theme, 
and that theme is the center of our 
Christian gospel—the Passion and 
Triumph of Our Lord. This volume 
reveals new dimensions of Christ’s love 
and passion. Ready in February. 
10D298, $2.75 


CHRISTIAN BOARD 
OF PUBLICATION 


BOX 179; ST. LOUIS 66, MISSOURI 
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STRANGE INTERVIEW 
by Mary E. Linton 


A poomigs but his firm 

hand spoke of power, 

I simply raised my eyes 
and found him there. 

As two lone travelers on the 

road we met, 

In this, my hour of great- 

est need ...a friend. 

_ His eyes burned with a light 
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A Fait 


Live by 


WITH PURPOSE 


by Jack A. Oliver 


HE experience during the serious illness of our 

daughter this past summer has demonstrated 

to me the great possibilities that lie in mobilizing 

vast numbers of believing, trusting Christians into 
a spiritual force. 

Today we hear talk of the “fire power” of air- 
planes, tanks, ships and armies. We need to begin 
to think of the “prayer power’ of believing. dedi- 
cated Christians. 

Word soon spread about this illness. Immedi- 
ately promises to pray came by telephone locally 
and long distance, by telegram, by word of mouth 
and by letter. They came from our own church 
friends in Cedar Rapids, from prayer cells with 
which we had been associated in many places and 
some of which we had not known, from the school 
of missions in session in Crystal Beach, Michigan, 
from Missions Building in Indianapolis, from one 
just boarding a plane for Europe, from young 
people in Conference. 


All of these prayers are deeply appreciated. 
Now our daughter’s recovery is complete. This 
has made me realize that this same widespread, 
fervent demonstration of concern and prayer might 
well be mobilized for any and every Christian pur- 
pose: Before and during our International Con- 
vention; during May and June as we come to the 
close of the missionary year; as we launch and 
carry out the Decade of Decision. Calls to prayer 
could be sent out as a “flash!” in some way by 
our brotherhood leaders. 


Let us decide here and-now that we will be 
praying Christians in our churches and in our 
brotherhood. There are criticizing, factuous, 
knocking, kicking, indolent church members; but 
we will be the pray-ers. And with praying Chris- 
tians there will be victory, growth and effective- 
ness in our churches, in the brotherhood and the 
church at large. 


Jack A. Oliver is minister of First Christian 
Church, Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 
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Salute to 


THE 


CHRISTIAN 


by Winfred E. Garrison 


HE editor has already pointed 

out that the change of this 
paper’s name is really a return 
to the name it bore for nearly 
a decade before that long period 
of about seventy-five years dur- 
ing which it carried the familiar 
and honored name of The Chris- 
tian-Evangelist. 

My father, J. H. Garrison, had 
been editing the Gospel Echo 
(monthly), first at Macomb, IIL, 
then at Quincy, Ill. He acquired 
and absorbed a paper called The 
Christian which had been briefly 
published in Kansas City, brilli- 
antly but rather erratically edited 
by a group of the best brains 
that Missouri Disciples ever in- 
cluded—Alexander Proctor, G. 
W. Longan and two or three 
others of similar caliber. 


The combined paper, now a 
weekly under the sole editorship 
of J. H. Garrison, bore the 
double-barreled title of The 
Gospel Echo and Christian. Such 
clumsy names sometimes serve 
the temporary purpose of merg- 
ing two subscription lists, but 
they seldom last long. Within 
a year this one was simplified to 
The Christian, and in January, 
1874, its office was moved to St. 
Louis. There and under that 
name the paper and its editor 
began to acquire national in- 
fluence. A merger with The 
Evangelist in 1882 produced the 


hyphenated name under which 
the paper grew to greatness. 

Filial piety would commit me 
in advance to appreciation of the 
restoration of the old name under 
which my father won his spurs 
as an editor. He was always 
insistent on the hyphen in the 
name the journal bore during all 
but the first years of his editor- 
ship. Doubtless this was partly 
because it guaranteed the sub- 
stantive character of the “Chris- 
tian” part of the title and so per- 
petuated the entity of his element 
in the merger. 

He never liked to have the 
paper called “The Evangelist.” 
But I think it was also partly 
because he realized that, while 
the encouragement of evangelism 
was an essential part of the func- 
tion of a religious paper, there 
were also other responsibilities 
which deserved equal emphasis. 
A religious journal must not only 
promote evangelism, or the win- 
ning of converts to the Christian 
cause and specifically to “our 
movement”; it must also build up 
the converts in faith and under- 
standing, that the brotherhood 
might grow in grace and in 
knowledge of the truth, and in 
Christian culture and Christian 
ways of life. 

Claude E. Spencer, the schol- 
arly curator of the Disciples of 
Christ Historical Society, pub- 
lished in 1943 a list of the period- 
icals of the Disciples of Christ 
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The Son of the Founder Writes on 
Past and Future of “THE CHRISTIAN” 


and related religious bodies, as 
complete from the beginning of 
the movement to that date as his 
ample bibliographical skill could 
make it. Most persons are sur- 
prised at the number of these 
periodicals. I have not counted 
them, but the list makes a book 
of 145 pages. 

“Christian” is the favorite 
word among these titles. It ap- 
pears as the first word in the 
names of no less than 339 per- 
iodicals of one kind or another, 
and “The Christian,” without sup- 
plement or modification, . con- 
stitutes the name of fourteen of 
these. It is evident that this 
word, comprehensive and ecumen- 
ical as it is in its implications, 
has a special meaning for Dis- 
ciples of Christ. It has not be- 
come trite with much use. Yet 
a paper which adopts this name 
now must do so with full realiza- 
tion of the danger of a possible 
loss of distinctiveness. 

It is my firm conviction that 
the editorial staff of The Chris- 
tian not only recognizes this pos- 
sible danger but knows how to 


prevent it from becoming an ac- 
tuality. The escape from this 
danger is to be found, of course, 
in developing the full significance 
of this noble term and making 
the paper reflect its rich and 
varied meaning. To adopt this 
name for a religious journal with 
complete awareness of its im- 
plications is a courageous step. 

In a discussion group in my 
home church the other evening 
the opinion was expressed that 
preachers and teachers of reli- 
gion too often make the mistake 
of giving strong meat to persons 
who ought still to be on a milk 
diet to nourish their infant faith. 
My answer was that far more 
often they make the even more 
dangerous mistake of feeding 
presumably mature minds with 
edifying but elementary pap, and 
thus prolonging their religious 
and intellectual infancy if not 
actually alienating them by dis- 
taste for such fare. 

If this paper is to live up to its 
newly restored old name, it must 
deal competently and courage- 
ously with the issues with which 
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about the author 


Winfred Ernest Garrison, 
distinguished scholar and 


Christian journalist, is 
professor of philosophy 


and religion at the Univ- 
ersity of Houston. We 
asked him to say anything 
he felt “appropriate to this 
occasion.” This article is 
the result. 





the thinking men and women of 
today are concerned. It must 
exhibit intellectual vigor in its 
pursuit and exposition of truth. 
Mature and intelligent concepts 
of religion are not beyond the 
reach of ordinary people, and 
they are entitled to have such 
concepts presented to them in 
their own paper. The Disciples 
of Christ do not lack writers 
(and the editor of this paper is 
one of them, if he will permit me 
to say so) who can do the kind 
of thinking and writing that will 
meet this need. 

While we call our churches 
“Christian” in a special sense, 
and so expect others to know 
what we mean when we say we 
are members of a “Christian 
church,” we are equally aware 
of the wider meaning of the term. 
This is the meaning we have in 
mind when we re-affirm, as we 
often do, our devotion to the ob- 
jective of “Christian union” or 
the “unity of all Christians.’’ We 
cannot express our ecumenical 
ideal without using the word 
“Christian,” and we cannot hon- 
estly and intelligently use that 
word without being constantly 
reminded that it means some- 
thing more than “we as a peo- 
ple.” 

This is the great challenge of 
the paper’s new name, The Chris- 
tian. The paper must of course 
continue to be, in no derogatory 
sense, a house-organ for “our” 
churches, a builder of their mo- 
rale, a channel for the dissemina- 
tion of news among “our people,” 
and in some measure a promo- 
tional agency for those mission- 
ary and other enterprises for 
which we as Disciples of Christ 
have special responsibility. 

Beyond all this, it must live up 
to the highest level of the mean- 
ing of its name and its view 
must be as broad as the ecumen- 
ical scope of that name’s full 
dimensions. 
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Editorials 





Concentration 


EGINNING with this issue, even greater 
8 effort than before will be expended to 
make this journal a herald of the Christian 
cause. 

The Christian has been a part of our name 
for nearly a century. Our conclusions, based 
on last year’s mail and our own thought are 
that James Harvey Garrison had the best 
title of all, in the decade from 1872 to 1882, 
when he called his magazine simply The Chris- 
tian, 

The addition of one or more words to the 
word Christian, in order to form a magazine 
title, has been going on for a long time. Alex- 
ander Campbell had his Christian Baptist in 
1823. Barton W. Stone had his Christian 
Messenger in 1826. Isaac Errett had his 
Chrisian Standard in 1866 and C. C. Morrison 
gave us the Christian Century. 

How shall we concentrate, with a name so 
universally used, so commonly applied to so 
many people and conditions? The name is 
worn by organizations, church councils, 
church papers and is even used as an adjec- 
tive to describe the world that is to be. 

We shall do this by focusing attention 
upon one historic tradition, our own, and its 
place in the total Christian enterprise. 


The Decade Is Upon Us 


ANUARY 1 is not as much of an anniver- 

sary in our church life as July 1, for that 

is when we change the program calendar. 

Therefore, we are now entering upon the last 

half-year of our ten-year Program of Ad- 

vance, the last period of “Appraisal and Fore- 
cast.” 

The Decade of Decision is upon us. Unless 
we do some fast appraising early this year, 
there won’t be a very difficult job of fore- 
casting to do. Anyone could do it. If we 
don’t find out where we’ve been, we will know 
where we are going—we’re going nowhere, 
in terms of advance. 

In the church, as in every other walk of 
life, we build upon the past. Old patterns 
determine the new. That is, we either con- 
tinue them, or decide to change them. We 
have half a year to find out what we have 
been doing. Much of it has been good. Some 
of it could have been better. 

A grave danger faces the churches, large 
and small alike. That is, that we will im- 
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agine that we know the status of our church 
life, without making a survey, and putting 
it down on paper. If we ran our business 
that way it would fail. Dare we be any less 
careful about the Lord’s business than our 
own? 

While you are celebrating the arrival of 
the new decade on the calendar, it will be 
wise to lay some plans for the real beginning 
of the decade for us—the Decade of Decision, 
July 1, 1960-June 30, 1970. 


Open Doors 


FEW years ago, we visited a small and 
A very active congregation which was re- 
joicing in the recent occupation of a new 
building. : 

Everyone seemed to have a responsibility 
and there was a unity of purpose easily ob- 
served. But “everyone” didn’t signify very 
many people. So, everyone was needed. 

Then, after some time, we learned that two 
families had removed from the community. 
If one had been called upon to name any 
leaders among that congregation of leaders 
he probably would have put the manufacturer 
and the professional athletic coach and their 
families very near the top. Now they were 
gone. What would happen to the little 
church? 

Recently, we met the minister. Naively, 
we asked, “How are you getting along with- 
out those two families?” “Well,” he replied, 
“the doors are still open.” 


Of course they are still open! The doors 
were open before they went there. It would 
be no tribute to them to have the church 
close up when they left. After their years 
of service, the church was stronger than be- 
fore, not weaker. 

It has fallen our lot to live in many com- 
munities in our lifetime. In every congre- 
gation with which we have been associated, 
we have tried to participate in the common 
life as deeply as possible. In each church, 
however, there has been a nucleus of faithful 
workers who have carried on, while others 
of us came and went. 

We who move are the beneficiaries of those 
who have the doors open waiting for us. If 
we contribute anything while we are there, 
it still fails to balance what we receive in 
most instances. All hail to such an open- 
door policy. 
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If We Do Not Teach What We 
Believe, We Shall Be No 
More Than Feeder Lines for 
Other Church Bodies 





by Lee Hankins 


LADY, who serves her church with great 

fervor, approached an official board meet- 
ing with what seemed to her one of the great prob- 
lems facing the Christian Churches (Disciples of 
Christ) today. 


“Too many of our young people,” said this ob- 
serving woman, “are being reared in our church 
to become adults in other churches. They do not 
receive training or instruction about what we be- 
lieve. Most other Protestant churches are willing 
to give them something to hold to, concise state- 
ments that summarize their own beliefs or at least 
beliefs that they can accept. And we are watch- 
ing them go to other churches in all too many 
cases.” 

Thus it appears that the Disciples are going to 
face a new area of the same old dilemma; in this 
case, the loss of members for want of a clear 
teaching position. We see, in one instance after 
another, our youth leaving their church for an- 
other. Some go to college and meet new friends 
from different churches. Finding their friends so 
positive in their beliefs and well versed in state- 
ments concerning man’s relation to God, his Savior 
and his church they are shaken. 
ments overcome, they soon find their way into the 
church of their friends. 


In many cases of dating, and the more serious 





Lee Hankins is minister of First Christian Church, 
Bethany, Missouri. 
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All their argu- 


step of engagement, our young people are saying, 
“What difference does it make what church you 
are in, as long as you go to one or the other?” 
In eight years of the ministry I have found very 
few Disciples who have persuaded a future spouse 
to accept the Christian Church and a great many 
who have accepted another church. 

Eighty-five weddings will hardly establish a 
national figure, but it certainly can cause some 
concern. It is surprising how many of these young 
adults can adjust to quite different religious bod- 
ies. One young lady who became an Episcopalian 
made the statement, “I feel like I have finally 
found a church that knows what it believes. More 
important, I know what it stands for.” 

A great many more illustrations from the lives 
of youth in college, high school and marriage sit- 
uations could be used to see the picture with vivid 
clarity. Where does it leave us? Must we ac- 
cept it as one of the results of a religious body 
dedicated to the principles of unity? Are we to be 
told “it had to happen” by our critics? What we 
are to do will depend largely upon our interpre- 
tation of unity and denominationalism. 

There is no doubt that we are treading danger- 
ously close to denominationalism. Evidence of 
this is so apparent that it hardly needs vocalizing. 
The voice for unity and of our losing identity into 
the one great body of Christ is the one strong 
foothold we have on the solid land beyond the 
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waters of denominationalism. 

Must we give up our hold on unity to keep our 
youth within our fold? Is there any way to keep 
them without giving them a denominational pride 
and denominational statement of belief? We must 
first understand that we maintain the position to 
“be dissolved, and sink into union with the Body 
of Christ at large,”' and not into a multiplicity of 
different denominational sects. 

Looking at unity rightly we see that it, too, de- 
mands greater knowledge on the part of our youth 
as to what constitutes our beliefs. To set forth 
these beliefs does not put the stamp of denomina- 
tionalism on us, nor did it on Jesus, even though 
making them mandatory beliefs surely would. The 
dangers of becoming a denomination in this area 
are not nearly so great as through withdrawal in 
ignorance and resultant bigotry. 

The remaining queston is, how shall we teach 
and hold our youth? The answer is not an easy 
one. The best place to start is to teach them. If 
the teaching does not hold them then force cer- 
tainly will not. There are teaching helps available. 

What We Believe, edited by James M. Flanagan, 
is a very good aid in this respect. One young 
adult class in Bethany, Mo., is starting through 
this book for the second time in a year, they feel 





1“The Last Will and Testament of the Springfield 
Presbytery,” quoted in Garrison and DeGroot, The Dis- 
ciples of Christ, A History (Christian Board of Publi- 
cation, St. Louis, 1948), p. 109. 
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it so important. 
The new high school elective series will be of 
help as well as the Bethany Study Course elective 


Undoubtedly they are not alone. 


series. But let’s not fool ourselves. Seldom do 
books teach by themselves. The greatest need of 
our youth today is people who are interested in 
their religious needs and welfare. Ministers, 
teachers, church leaders and laymen will have to 
teach the youth the beliefs of the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) if these beliefs are to be 
taught. 


If our young people are not taught our historic 
beliefs, we will be no more than feeder lines for 
the various denominations. We must begin with 
our children while they are very young, teaching 
them unity, brotherhood, religious freedom of 
thought, and Biblical practices which have made 
us a great brotherhood. People, not books, will 
have to teach our youth our distinctive character- 
istics and how we are to lose them into a greater 
body. 

People must do this job that we may avoid the 
pitfall of becoming just another denomination. 
People of the Christian Churches must teach our 
youth that it may be done in a firm and positive 
way, lest we be swallowed up in a complex system 
of religious groups before we see “the church 
of Christ upon earth” as “essentially, intentionally 
and constitutionally one.’’? 





2“Declaration and Address,’’ quoted in Garrison and 
DeGroot, The Disciples of Christ, A History, p. 150. 
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Willard Wickizer Makes 
Plea at Council Meeting 


Goal: Christian Nation 


ATLANTIC City, N. J.—A National 
Council of Churches official called 
here for a six-year ‘comprehensive 
study of Ameri- 
can life” in the 
hope of produc- 
ing a long-range 
program for co- 
operative Protes- 
tantism and mak- 
in the U. S. a 
“truly Christian 
nation.” 


Dr. Willard M. 
Wickizer of In- 
dianapolis, NCC 
vice-president for home _ missions, 
also suggested a reconstruction of 
the council “along more realistic 
and effective lines.” 





Dr. Willard M. Wickizer 


He addressed the first joint as- 
sembly of the council’s Divisions 
of Foreign and Home Missions. 
Formed in 1950, the NCC repre- 
sents 33 Protestant and Eastern 
Orthodox communions with more 
than 38,000,000 members. 


Dr. Wickizer proposed that the 
study program, which would look 
ahead to the end of the century, 
should get under way with the NCC 
triennial General Assembly at San 
Francisco, Calif., Dec. 4-9, 1960. 


In connection with the study he 
also urged the convening of a “Con- 
vocation on the Mission of the 
Church in America” in 1963, which 
might be attended by as many as 
10,000 Protestants. 

Dr. Wickizer said he hoped the 
study and convocation would result 
in a “greater understanding of the 
milieu in which the American 
churches will have to operate to the 
end of the century.” In addition, 
he continued, there might emerge a 
“greater sense of partnership in the 
Christianization of the nation. One 
might even dare to hope [for] a 
truly Christian nation in the not 
unforeseeable future. 

“As long as I can remember we 
have been at cross purposes con- 
cerning just what it is we are en- 
deavoring to achieve through our 
interdenominational fellowship,” Dr. 
Wickizer told some 600 delegates. 

Dr. Wickizer emphasized that he 
could not see “how any intelligent 
Christian can believe other than that 
a united Protestant witness and min- 
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istry will be required to an ever 
increasing degree if America is to 
become a truly Christian nation.” 


@ Our Churches Participating 
Important Ecumenical 


Conference in Australia 


MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA—In _ per- 
haps the most significant ecumenical 
assembly to be held by churches 
here, the first National Conference 
of Australia Churches will be held 
Feb. 2-11. 

Representatives of twelve Austral- 
ian church bodies will come together 
for the first time in an assembly of 
this type. 

Four hundred and fifty delegates 
will reside in five University col- 
leges throughout the period of the 
conference. They will meet each 
day in sessions as they seek new 
understanding on a number of do- 
mestic, social, national and interna- 
tional problems. 


At the conclusion of the confer- 
ence there will be informal discus- 
sions on church union. Already 
Churches of Christ (Disciples) have 
had discussion on and general ap- 
proval of merger negotiations in- 
volving several church bodies. 


Dr. Jesse M. Bader, general sec- 
retary of the World Convention of 
Churches of Christ (Disciples), re- 
ports that some 15,000 have regis- 
tered to attend sessions of the Na- 
tional Conference and it has been 
estimated that 30,000 may assemble. 

Rowland Morris, a_ vice-president 
of the World Convention who lives 
in Melbourne, is on the committee 
which is responsible for the pro- 
gram. 

Delegates will assemble into five 
commissions to consider the follow- 
ing subjects: (1) The Authority of 
the Word of God; (2) The Evan- 
gelistic Responsibility of Australian 
Churches in Their World Setting; 
(3) Ethical Problems of Economic 
Aid and Technical Assistance; (4) 
The Life of the Church in an In- 
dustrial Community; (5) The Life 
of the Local Congregation. 

Delegations are to come from the 
following churches: Church of Eng- 
land, 150; Methodist, 70; Presbyte- 
rian, 70; Congregational, 26; Churches 
of Christ (Disciples), 20; Salvation 
Army, 20; Greek Orthodox, 12; So- 
ciety of Friends, 10; Baptist, 8; 
Lutheran, 4; Russian Orthodox, 2; 
and Antiochian Orthodox, 2. 





Roy G. Ross Hits 
Moral Decadence 


DETROIT, MicH.—Dr. Roy G. Ross 
of New York, general secretary of 
the National Council of Churches, 
blasted what he called this coun- 
try’s “national moral decadence.” 


He told the council’s General 
Board at a meeting here, that today 
this moral decadence is evident in 
the “many signs of a deeply rooted 
insidious affliction that is sapping 
the strength of our American people 
and their institutions.” 


Delivering his report to the board, 
the NCC’s policy-making body, Dr. 
Ross digressed to re-examine the 
“health” of this country’s culture 
“as viewed in the light of the Chris- 
tian convictions which we profess.” 

He cited as signs of decadence in 
the American scene today the 
“mania for wealth, the exaltation 
of the profit motive, the substitu- 
tion of political expediency for 
honest interpretation of issues, and 
the assumption by many who can 
help determine the quality of our 
culture that the people want to be 
entertained rather than stimulated 
to think.” 

These, he warned, “are turning 
men away from God and destroying 
their sense of integrity and ethical 
sensitivity.” 
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Willard Wickizer Makes 
Plea at Council Meeting 


Goal: Christian Nation 
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istry will be required to an ever 
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Sponsored by United Church Women 


World Day of Prayer March 4 


Today’s technical triumphs in communications are at last bring- 


ing the world’s people closer together. 


But for almost half a cen- 


tury, hundreds of thousands of Christian people in many lands have 
been linked together spiritually for 24 hours each year during the 


World Day of Prayer. 

Since 1887 when a group of Pres- 
byterian women designated a cer- 
tain day to pray for missions, the 
observance has grown to encompass 
145 geographical areas on six conti- 
nents and their neighboring islands 
“to unite all Christians in a bond 
of prayer.” 

Beginning in 1941, it has been one 
of the most solemn responsibilities 
to which United Church Women are 
committed. Since then, women of 
a different country each year have 
prepared the World Day of Prayer 
worship service and chosen its theme. 
For 1960, this was done by the 
Women’s Inter-Church Council of 
Canada under the title, “Labourers 
Together With God.” 

The 1960 observance of the day, 
which falls on March 4, begins just 
west of the International Date Line 
at dawn in the Tonga Islands and 
circles the globe until the final 
prayers are offered on St. Lawrence 
Island in the Bering Sea. Gather- 
ing on March 4 in churches, cathe- 
drals and small chapels all over the 
world, women will make this a day 
of supplication reaching beyond all 
national boundaries with the words: 
“Lord of the world, make all the 
lands thine own.” 

Dedicated through the centuries 
to making a better world, women 
have always understood the need 
for spiritual guidance and strength 
for their duties as wives, mothers, 
teachers and_ pioneers. Because 
they are also practical, church wom- 
en in this country and around the 
earth follow their prayers with of- 
ferings on the World Day of Prayer 
to accomplish the things to which 


their Christian commitment calls 
them. 
These offerings this year have 


been earmarked for a variety of 
causes including maintenance of a 
migrant ministry in some 33 states, 
providing chaplaincy service and 
leadership training in certain gov- 
ernment hospitals and schools, fi- 
nancial backing and technical 
knowledge for overseas broadcasting 
and undergirding the Lit-Lit pro- 
gram, monetary support for eleven 
Christian colleges for women in the 
Far East and scholarships for for- 
eign students to study in the United 
States. 

In addition one of the newest 
projects in the churches’ overseas 


work to win World Day of Prayer 
support is an expanded Christian 
broadcasting service. Up to $15,000 
from this year’s offerings will be ear- 
marked for RAVEMCCO—the Na- 
tional Council of Churches’ over- 
seas broadcasting unit—to help build 
Christian broadcasting facilities in 
Africa. The unit now maintains 
studios and transmitters in East Asia 
and Latin America. 

Whether in Austria or Australia, 
the Fiji Islands or Finland, Korea or 
Kuwait, Christian women will join 
on the World Day of Prayer with 
the twelve million church women 
in this country represented by the 
National Council of Churches’ gen- 
eral department of United Church 
Women, and other thousands of 
women in the Canadian churches as 
their worship service unites all 
Christians “in a bond of prayer and 
Christian fellowship.” 


New Testament Motto 


COLUMBUS, OHIO—Ohio has a new 
state motto and it comes right from 
the New Testament. 

“With God All Things Are Pos- 
sible” is the new motto. It is from 
Matthew 19:26. (RSV): “But Jesus 
beheld them and said unto them, 
With men this is impossible; but 
with God all things are possible.” 





The Church at Large 


New Portuguese Bible 





—RNS 


New YorK—Brazilian consul-gen- 
eral in New York, Mrs. Dora Vas- 
concellos, receives a copy of the 
newly completed Portuguese trans- 
lation of the Bible from Dr. James 
Z. Nettinga, American Bible Society 
secretary for education publicity. 
Begun in 1943, the work is the first 
major revision of the Scriptures in 
Portuguese since the original trans- 
lation of the New Testament into 
that language in 1681 and the Old 
Testament in 1753. The presenta- 
tion was made at the 41st annual 
meeting of the society’s Advisory 
Council in New York. 


“THE BIG FISHERMAN” 


Fort WAYNE, IND.—Come Double 
Class of First Christian Church 
here recently sponsored the show- 
ing at a local theater of “The Big 
Fisherman.” 


ICU Gets Prize U.S. Children's Books 


LIBRARIAN TANE TAKAHASHI (left) and two student helpers examine 
the collection of 60 prize American children’s books donated to 10-year-old 
International Christian University near Tokyo by the Zonta Club of Toledo, 


Ohio, as “good ambassadors” to Japan. 


The gift by the international wom- 


en’s service organization branch includes all books that have been honored 
by the American Library Association with the John Newbery Medal and 
the Caldecott Medal, given annually since 1922 and 1938, respectively, for 
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the most distinguished American juvenile literature. 
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@® Guy Inman Leader 
N. Y. Cultural Center 


New YorK—Plans for a $500,000 
community center whose principal 
purpose will be to deepen and 
broaden understanding between 
English-speaking and Spanish- 
speaking New Yorkers have moved 
an important step nearer realiza- 
tion. 

Dr. Samuel Guy Inman, Disciple 
who is an internationally known au- 
thority on Inter-American affairs, 
announced that a two-year search 
for sufficient land in a _ strategic 
location has at last been successful. 

Dr. Inman is executive secretary 
of La Hermosa Cultural Center, Inc., 
a philanthropic foundation which 
is now raising funds for the project. 

Thanks to the cooperation of the 
United Christian Missionary Society 
and the congregation of East Harlem’s 
well-known La Hermosa Church, 
Dr. Inman said, the cultural center 
is now assured of having as its site 
a valuable plot of 6,000 square feet 
on the northwest corner of Fifth 
Avenue and 110th Street, where once 
stood a Harlem landmark, the Park 
Palace theater. 

This property was purchased for 
$70,000 in 1958 by the UCMS as a 
site for a new church for La Her- 
mosa’s congregation which was 
forced to vacate their original 
church in East Harlem to make way 
for a slum clearance project. 

Recognizing the need for a cul- 
tural center in the area, however, 
La Hermosa’s congregation has just 
arranged to purchase for $265,000 
an adjoining property of 8,000 square 
feet. This is the Park Palace ball- 
room and catering hall, a commu- 
nity landmark since 1912. The Park 
Palace ballroom will be remodeled 
as a church. The United Society 
will hold the corner plot until suffi- 
cient funds have been raised for the 
center. 

Among the sponsors of the cul- 
tural center project are: Mrs. 
Eleanor Roosevelt, Mrs. Ines Munoz 
Marin, wife of the governor of 
Puerto Rico, Mrs. Max Ascoli and 
Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick, a dis- 
tinguished minister. 


SEMINARY FUNDS 


New YoRK City—Union Theologi- 
cal Seminary here has reached $4,- 
225,000 at the close of the second 
year of its development program 
to raise $16,000,000. Included in 
this amount is an anonymous gift 
of $1,500,000. 
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PLEA FOR THEOLOGY 

MINNEAPOLIS, MINN.—A plea 
to colleges and universities to 
offer “real courses in theology” 
was made by a Roman Catholic 
priest who spoke at a University 
of Minnesota faculty luncheon 
held in connection with Religious 
Participation Week. 

“Theology is the crown and 
foundation of all sciences,” said 
John M. Oesterreicher, director 
of the Judaeo-Christian Studies 
institute at Seton Hall University, 
Newark, N. J. 

“If we only teach mental and 
manual skills, but do not teach 
meaning, ours is not a univer- 
sity,” he declared. 


ICU ADDITION 

Tokyo, JAPAN—A visiting tour 
group of prominent North Ameri- 
can church women took part re- 
cently in impressive cornertone 
laying rites here for the tower ad- 
dition to the church of the In- 
ternational Christian University. 

The construction project  in- 
cludes enlargement and renova- 
tion of the church building. Some 
$150,000 was raised for this pur- 
pose by the Women’s Planning 
Committee of the Japan Interna- 
tional Christian University Foun- 
dation located in New York City. 


THE NEW CARDINALS 

VATICAN CTy—Pope John XXIII 
has named eight new cardinals, 
including two Americans, to the 
Sacred College of Cardinals. 

The new appointments were 
announced exactly one year after 
Pope John raised the college to 
75 members, or five above the 
normal quota of 70. Four car- 
dinals have died during Pope 
John’s pontificate, but the college 
now has 79 members, the high- 
est in its history. 

The American cardinals-desig- 
nate are 56-year-old Archbishop 
Albert Gregory Meyer of Chicago, 
and Archbishop Aloysius J. 
Muench, Bishop of Fargo, N. D., 
70, who has been serving since 
1951 as Papal Nuncio to Germany. 


JEWS HIT GAMBLING 
Miami BEACH, FiLa.—Gambling 
“as a means of raising funds for 
the synagogue” was opposed in 
a resolution adopted at the 45th 
biennial general assembly of the 
Union of American Hebrew Con- 


gregations here. 

Delegates, representing Reform 
Judaism, declared that gambling 
on synagogue premises was “not 
compatible with proper syna- 
gogue standards.” 


GOSPEL READING 

New YorK—Church families 
and other residents of U.S. com- 
munities are being urged by the 
American Bible Society to par- 
ticipate im a concerted reading 
of the Christmas Gospel on Christ- 
mas Eve, 

This is the first time the so- 
ciety has sponsored concerted 
reading of the Christmas story 
as recorded in the Scriptures, a 
spokesman for the organization 
said. 


A.F. CHOIR CONTEST 
WASHINGTON, D. C.—Chapel 
choirs throughout the Air Force 
have been invited to compete in 
the fifth annual USAF Chapel 
Choir Contest, it was announced 
here recently by Chaplain (Major 
General) Terrence P. Finnegan, 
chief of chaplains, U.S. Air Force. 
The competition is open to all 
singing groups who limit their 
musical expression to religious 
services held in Air Force chapels. 


E. STANLEY JONES 


LOUISVILLE, Ky.—Christian 
Heritage Day was celebrated by 
the Protestant churches here 
Oct. 25 with an attendance of 
over 19,000. E. Stanley Jones 
was the main speaker for the oc- 
casion. This was the second an- 
nual observance under the aus- 
pices of the Louisville Area Coun- 
cil of Churches and has proved 
more successful than the year- 
long pattern of the annual Ref- 
ormation Day services. Paul 
Stauffer, minister of First Chris- 
tian Church here, is president of 
the Louisville Area Council of 
Churches. 


FILM CO. MOVES 

BuRBANK, CALIF .—Cathedral 
Films, Ine., with headquarters 
here, has recently moved to its 
new location at 2921 West Ala- 
meda Avenue. The new building 
will cost approximately $250,000. 
James K. Friedrich, president of 
the nonprofit firm, said Cathedral 
Films output this year will be 
three times that of last year. 
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by H. W. Bailey 


TEVE Rivers was a stubborn 

man. Yet he’d never forget 
what transpired that sleet-lashed 
winter night. Nor would Brad 
Burton forget the tense episode 
in the beacon tower, 555 feet 
above street level. If it had 
not happened, Steve Rivers might 
have gone on being the same 
self-styled god-unto-himself he’d 
always been. 

Brad had been shouldering his 
way through the Loop’s heavy 
supper-hour traffic, along with 
hundreds of other hungry work- 
ers jostling from the tall build- 
ings. Others, like Steve Rivers, 
his neighbor, whom he glimpsed 
in the crowd ahead, were going to 
night-shift jobs. Brad lowered 
his head into the numbing wind 
and hurried to catch Steve. 

Then he saw the watch, lying 
half-buried in the snow. He 
picked it up. A link in the band 
had snapped and it had slipped, 
unnoticed, from its owner’s 
wrist. Steve’s watch! Brad 
couldn’t be wrong, because it was 
exactly like his own, except the 
band. They had compared 
watches the day he’d helped 
Steve set up his new TV antenna. 

They had a lot in common. 
Mechanics, sports, good music. 
But there was one barrier. Reli- 
gion. Steve Rivers had no time 
for Christians. He did tolerate 
Brad because of their other in- 
terests. But their one difference 
bothered Brad more than he’d 
indicated outwardly. He’d prayed 
about the matter, often. There 
must be some way of winning 


Steve. But Steve had run across 
a few “‘beauties” as he called reli- 
gious hypocrites, and_ they’d 
soured him. “There’s nothing 


practical about religion,” Steve 
had said. “The Christians I see 
only talk it—they don’t show it.” 

Through the wind-whirled 
snow, Brad squinted ahead for 
Steve. But the burly fellow had 
already disappeared into the sky- 
scraper where he operated a big 
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beacon signal. Brad glanced at 
the time. Ten to six. His bus 
for choir practice left in less 
than ten minutes. Trying to find 
a man in a forty-story building 
in less than ten minutes was im- 
possible. He stuffed the watch 
into his pocket. He’d have to 
drop by on his way home. 

All through rehearsal worry 
haunted Brad. He knew that 
every two hours, without fail, a 
new carbon stick had to be in- 
serted into Steve’s mammoth arc 
lamp. People’s lives depended on 
that powerful tower signal. How 
was Steve making out without 
his watch? 

Choir dismissed, Brad dashed 
to catch the bus. The winter 
storm had slowed traffic, and it 
was a fifteen-minute ride to the 
loop even in good weather. Al- 
ready it was twenty-five minutes 
to ten. 

At ten, Steve should climb to 
the top of the beacon and in- 
sert another carbon. Oh, Steve 
would get along all right, he 
chided himself. If Steve knew 
he was sputtering this way he’d 
probably laugh and call him 
“Worry-wonder—the eighth won- 
der of the world.” 

Brad frowned. He knew what 
else Steve would say. He'd say, 
“Just leave everything to old 
Steve .. . old Steve can manage 
fine without any help from man, 
beast or God.” And so far he’d 
stuck stubbornly to that philos- 
ophy. 

Finally entering the lumbering 
bus, Brad caught a flash across 
the night sky. See, he told him- 
self, Steve’s on the job and doing 
all right. Go on home—don’t 
worry yourself about it. Steve’ll 
get along. You can return his 
watch any time. 

An unexplainable uneasiness 
persisted, however. And when the 
bus stopped in front of the Tower 
Building, Brad got off, went into 
the lobby and caught the elevator 
to the top floor. 

When the fast-rising cubicle 
slithered to a stop, Brad rushed 
down the corridor, swung open 
a small door and stepped into an- 
other elevator, a tiny cage which 
operated from the roof up the 


slender shaft to the high beacon 
platform above. Steve had showed 
him how to operate it on previous 
visits. At the top he stepped 
out into the operator’s room, 
stopped abruptly and _ scowled. 
Something was very wrong. 
Steve, in the next room, was 
slumped over his work table. 
He’s dead, Brad thought, momen- 
tarily paralyzed at the sight. His 
chest tightened so he could 
scarcely breathe. At last he was 
able to move to Steve’s side. He 
placed a hand testingly on the 
man’s forehead. Cold sweat 
oozed from Steve’s brow and 
from his upper lip. He wasn’t 
dead. Brad shook his shoulders 


lightly. No response. Steve 
needed a doctor, fast. 

But the beacon light! Time 
was running out. That beacon 


had to be kept burning. An air- 
liner with fifty lives aboard might 
crash with the visibility as poor 
as it was tonight. 

Steve had showed him the 
whole operation—the supply 
room, how to load the arc light— 
everything. He went to get a 
carbon stick, checking the time 
as he did so. Three minutes to 
ten. He’d have to climb that 15- 
foot ladder yet. Ordinarily that 
wouldn’t take long. But tonight 
that steel ladder would be coated 
with ice. The wind would en- 
circle his body like the grasping 
tentacles of a giant octopus, try- 
ing to hurl him to the street 
hundreds of feet below. No, to- 
night was no ordinary night. 

But there was Steve, inert, 
needing his help. How could he 
manage everything? “Help me, 
God,” he pleaded fervently, then 
went into action. . 

Brad opened his eyes and 
closed them again quickly. The 
brightness of the room startled 
him. Gradually his eyes became 
accustomed to the white walls 
and the brilliant sun streaming 
through the windows. The high, 
single bed told him where he 
was, and raising up on an elbow 
he looked around the hospital 
room. 

Then he saw Steve watching 
him from the next bed. 


(Continued on page 24.) 
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International Uniform Sunday 
School Lesson, Jan. 10, 1960 


Strengthening O 


= “Where the Scriptures Speak .. .” 
; by the Editor 


Scripture: Acts 14:19-28. 


O CONGREGATION of Chris- 

tians is so strong, or doing 
so much, that it need no longer 
consider how it may become 
stronger and do more. Many of 
us are actually making very 
weak efforts to fulfill the mis- 
sion for which we were estab- 
lished. 

The purpose of the lesson to- 
day is to observe how some of 
the churches in New Testament 
times were strengthened and to 
see if we can learn the lesson 
for ourselves. 

Paul was in Lystra and some 
of the Jewish opponents came 
from Antioch and Iconium to 
see what they could do to fore- 
stall the preaching of Paul. 


It is not difficult to see why 
these people felt it necessary to 
oppose Paul. He was a Jew; 
he went to the synagogues in the 
towns which he visited. But he 
preached that Jesus of Nazareth 
is the Christ, the Messiah. He 
told of things which he had seen 
and heard, from the time of his 
Damascus road experience. Nat- 
urally, those who did not accept 
the Messiahship of Jesus felt it 
necessary to try to stop such 
preaching. 

Paul came near to losing his 
life on more than one occasion, 
and this was one of them. They 
stoned Paul, dragged him out of 
the city, and left him there, ‘“sup- 
posing that he was dead.” (Acts 
14:19.) 

We notice that these visitors 
from out of town did not under- 
take the whole project themsel- 
ves. They “persuaded the peo- 
ple’ that they ought to get rid 
Paul. Does this remind you of 


16 (16) 


those in our American society 
who go from city to city, 
from jail to jail, stirring up 
peaceful communities, so that one 
group will form a mob and at- 
tack the neighbors? The dif- 
ference is, I presume, that these 
Jews were completely sincere in 
what they were doing, even 
though they were wrong. 

Paul wasn’t dead. Neither was 
he scared. ‘He rose up and en- 
tered the city.” (Verse 20.) He 
went right back into the town 
which did not want him. We 
sometimes thrill today to hear 
a missionary tell of some danger- 
ous exploits, but I gather that 
most of us prefer to do our Chris- 
tian work in comparative peace 
and quiet. Not enough of us go 
back the second time. 

There are some very interest- 
ing phrases in the account of 
what Paul and his companions 
did after they left Lystra. First, 
they preached to the people in 
Derbe, then started back and re- 
traced their steps through Lystra, 
Iconium and Antioch in Pisidia. 
As they did this, they were 
“strengthening the souls of the 
disciples,” as the text put it. 
(Verse 22.) 

This is an interesting phrase. 
Preaching strengthened the souls 
of the people. And soul strength 
is what is needed in order to 
stand firmly for the right. Phy- 
sical strength is not sufficient if 
it is not motivated by inner 
power. 


Second, they exhorted them ‘“‘to 
continue in the faith.” It is likely 
that some people were weak 
enough in their faith to give up 
in the face of trouble. They may 
not have used our phrase, “it 
just isn’t worth it,” but they 


probably had its equivalent. Paul 
was the man who could give 
them plenty of evidence that faith 
was the most important thing. 

We notice the expression ‘the 
faith’ here. This is one of the 
many times where the body of 
Christian truth, the Christian 
religion, we might say, is spoken 
of as “the faith.” If they had 
been talking about simply “hav- 
ing faith,’”’ meaning trust or de- 
pendence on God, there would 
not be any “the” in the expres- 
sion. This is “the faith” which 
was delivered, once and for all, to 
the saints. 

The third interesting phrase is 
the conviction that “through 
many tribulations” we enter into 
the kingdom of God. (Verse 22.) 
So, Paul is not holding out any 
promise of an easy time for those 
who took his way. He wanted 
them to accept the faith, he tried 
to strengthen their souls, but he 
told them that the kingdom 
would be won through suffering. 

Another way in which the 
churches were strengthened was 
by giving them a semblance of 
order and organization through 
which they could function. ‘In 
every church” they “appointed 
elders.” (Verse 23.) We cannot 
dwell at length on this point 
here, but it is an interesting one 
to remember. As time has gone 
on, those of us in the congrega- 
tional type of church have as- 
sumed the right to elect our own 
elders. Here this was done by 
the visiting teachers. Notice that 
it isn’t just Paul, but “they’’ who 
did the appointing. 

The word for elder is the word 
“presbyter” which is used by still 
other churches as the name of 
officials who preside over the life 
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probably had its equivalent. Paul 
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other churches as the name of 
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of a number of congregations. I 
don’t think we will get very far 
trying to blueprint the technical 
nature of the church organiza- 
tion, from this or from any other 
passage. The important thing is 
that the followers of Christ were 
not left scattered, but gathered 
into a congregation with respon- 
sible leadership. 

In the report to the church at 
Antioch in Syria, which had first 
sent them out, Paul and the 
others informed the church of a 
successful mission accomplished. 
“God .. had opened a door of 
faith to the Gentiles.” (Verse 27.) 


The Scripture 


Acts 14:19-28 


19 But Jews came there from An- 
tioch and Iconium; and 
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Lord in 


sis Meaning 


HE role of the Christian 

missionary involves much 
more than simply preaching the 
gospel and winning converts. 
Neither is his work completed 
when local congregations are 
established. For his labors to 
bear fruit, his newly founded 
churches must be nurtured until 
they become strong and aggres- 
sive witnesses for Christ. 


This lesson, recounting ways 
in which Paul and Barnabas 
strengthened the churches in 
Asia, points up some _ specific 
principles required for an effec- 
tive witness by our modern 
churches. 


Three major emphases revealed 
in the itinerant ministry of Paul 
and Barnabas appear relevant to 
our present-day mission and pro- 
gram. 

First, these missionaries en- 
couraged the disciples by their 
boldness in witnessing for Christ. 
It took courage to return to Lys- 
tra, Iconium and Antioch where 
they had been violently abused 
by unbelievers. Yet this daunt- 
less act gave the disciples an 
impressive example of earnest- 
ness, devotion, and zeal. Little 
wonder that these converts cher- 
ished their new-found faith. 

The progress of Christianity 
today demands, probably more 
than anything else, a bold, dar- 
ing and aggressive witness to the 
fundamental teachings of Jesus. 

Our generation, to be sure, has 
experienced a revival of religious 
interest unparalleled in history. 
Yet, has this increased popular 
interest made Christianity vital? 


i@ Has it nerved the church to stab 
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- the consciences of its members 


with the moral and ethical prin- 





for Today 


by Herschell H. Richmond 


ciples which Christian faith pro- 
claims? Has it served to lift 
our community life any nearer 
to the level envisioned for a truly 
Christian society? 

The strength of a church, ob- 
viously, does not consist of im- 
pressive membership rolls, large 
budgets or even favorable status 
in society. To be strong a church 
must arouse, and often inflame, 
its constituents to tackle the in- 
cisive demands for Christian liv- 
ing and practice. 

Second, Paul and Barnabas 
strengthened the churches in 
Asia by selecting and training 
leaders to carry on this vital wit- 
ness. This has been a major 
emphasis in our churches for the 
past decade. Now that we are 
appraising our accomplishments, 
possibly more effective organiza- 
tion in functional and program 
areas may be achieved. If our 
appraisals probe deep enough, 
however, they may reveal an area 
of training which we have sadly 
neglected. 

Discerning insight indicates an 
appalling need for instruction of 
our members in the basic tenets 
of Christian faith. This is the 
kind of teaching which may well 
be the focal need in our churches 
today. 

Third, Paul and Barnabas gave 
major emphasis to “strengthen- 
ing the souls of the disciples.” 
For a church to be strong its 
individual members must _ be 
thoroughly grounded in their con- 
victions of what constitutes 
Christ-like living. 





HERSCHELL H. RICHMOND is minister of First 
Christian Church, Minneapolis, Minnesota. On Febru- 
ary 1 he will become assistant editor of adult publica- 
tions for the Division of Church School Literature, 
Christian Board of Publication. 
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Africa Is Beautiful 


by Mrs. James D. Wyker 





N OLDER friend once said, “If 
you can’t afford to travel, read 
books about other countries!” 
Last summer I enjoyed letters 
from friends who were traveling. 
One of the most interesting reports 
came from Mrs. Russell Putnam, 
past president of the International 
Christian Women’s Fellowship. Her 
husband was going to Europe on 
business and she went along. 
She wrote me last summer from 
Bolenge, in the Belgian Congo. I 
would like to share her comments. 


“You cannot visualize it here at 
Bolenge but even if I tried I 
couldn’t describe the beauty of it! 
We had heard about the work 
here, the people, the school, and 
so on—but no one ever told us how 
beautiful it is! The guest house 
where we are staying has a big 
window on three sides and from 
each one we get a view of the 
Congo. 

“Needless to say, our hearts and 
heads are fairly bursting with the 
things we are seeing, feeling, and 
learning. We have our meals with 
a different family each day and 
learn about the work they are 
doing. How I wish that more lay 
people like us could have this 
experience. 

“Georgia Bateman is one of the 
most interesting personalities here. 
She may be up in years but she 
moves like a girl! This morning 
at six she went by on her bicycle 
to deliver the seventh baby so far 
this week! She has fourteen more 
due any day. If she were not 
here to help, these women would 
have their babies without help and 
of course many babies and mothers 
would die. 

“The young couples out here are 
so superior. We really are most 
impressed with them. 

“Time out ...a huge thunder 
storm has just arrived. You should 
see the river. It has turned to 
silver! ... 

“Grace and I went to a CWF 
meeting yesterday. We arrived 
early and the drum was beating— 
telling the village women that 
there were strangers attending and 
to hurry. The women came with 
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babies on their backs and leading 
two or three others as well. The 
one who was to read the scripture 
(James 1:5) handed the baby girl 
to her little brother (he couldn’t 
have been more than four years 
old) and he carried her outside 
until the reading was over. 
“Rosa [Rosa Page Welch] would 
be interested to know that they 
sang the “Amen” song that she 
taught them. The women came 
out with a loud ‘Oh’ when I told 
them that Rosa was my friend.” 


Mrs. Putnam finished her letter 
by saying: “Next Tuesday we go 
by truck and boat to Lotumbe. 
We are sorry that Dr. John Ross will 
not be there but at least we will see 
the hospital and hear about his 
work.” 
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I am sure by this time many Dis- 
ciples have read the new _ book, 
AFRICA DISTURBED, by our own 
Myrta and Emory Ross. As Mrs. 
Murdoch MacLeod and I returned 
last summer from World Council of 
Churches meetings in Europe, we 
had dinner with the Rosses one 
evening in London. They had that 
day mailed the first draft of the 
manuscript to the publisher so we all 
felt it was the time to celebrate! 
Mrs. Ross told us how she had to 
keep reminding Dr. Ross that he 
could not use such “heavy” material 
—that this book must be for more 
popular reading. They have suc- 
ceeded in giving us a most interest- 
ing book—heavy or not. Africa is 
beautiful, as Mrs. Putnam stated; 
and Africa is disturbed! 


Bethany Press, 1959. Used by permission. 
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Resigns Chicago Federation 
Post Effective July 1 


John Harms Named 
Indiana Executive 


Cuicaco—John W. Harms, execu- 
tive vice-president and for 17 years 
chief officer of The Church Federa- 
tion of Greater Chicago, has re- 
signed and announced that he will 
become general secretary of the 
Indiana Association of Christian 
Churches. 


His resignation will be in effect 
on or before July 1. 


In his letter of resignation, Dr. 
Harms called attention to the im- 
portance of the future work of the 
Federation. He said: “For 53 years 
the Federation has been a vital 
factor in the growth of the Chicago 
area, . . . Long strides have been 
taken in the development of unity 
and cooperation among the Protes- 
tant and Orthodox Catholic forces 
of Chicago. . . . However, only a be- 
ginning, the laying of foundations, 
has been accomplished so far. The 
main task remains for the future.” 

Before going to Chicago in 1943, 
Dr. Harms was executive secretary 
of the Council of Churches and 
Christian Education of Maryland- 
Deleware. 

A graduate of Phillips University, 
Enid, Okla., he received his masters 
degree from the University of Chi- 
cago Divinity School and was 
awarded the honorary doctor of 
laws degree from Phillips in 1952. 

Well known in ecumenical circles, 
Dr. Harms is a representative of 
several units of the National Council 
of Churches, including the Division 
of Christian Education; and he was 
a member of committees that 


JANUARY 3, 1960 


created the National Council in 1950. 
He was a Disciples delegate to the 
first assembly of the World Council 
of Churches in the Netherlands in 
1948 and many will remember his 
major part in planning the Festival 
of Faith which was held in Chicago’s 
Soldiers Field in connection with the 
second assembly of the World Coun- 
cil in August of 1954. 


End of an Era? 


Akron Plan Milestone 


AKRON, OnHIO—The Akron Plan 
church came into existence in 1893 
when High Street Christian Church 
of this city erected its present 
building. 

George W. Kramer, the architect, 
created this unique design which 
has been copied by literally thou- 
sands of congregations of all de- 
nominations. 

The Akron Plan distinctive fea- 
ture was having classrooms around 
the church auditorium which could 
be opened into the sanctuary for 
a large attendance in church. 

However, High Street Church be- 
gan to depart from the Akron Plan 
in 1915 when the _ congregation 
erected Brotherhood Hall. This unit 
provided space for the junior depart- 
ment and later was remodeled to 
provide nursery facilities. 

The deperture from the once 
popular Akron Plan for church 
school arrangement became almost 
a complete reality when Board Street 
Church recently dedicated its new 
three-story education unit. 
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First Christian Church, Helena, Mont., recently completed this new 





DEDICATION SERVICES were held 
recently for this new three-story 
education unit of High Street Chris- 


tian Church, Akron, Ohio. President 
Perry Epler Gresham, of Bethany 
College was the speaker. Franklin 


H. Minck is pastor 


Summer Volunteers 


In addition to the long list pub- 
lished recently (CH-FR, Nov. 22, 
1959), the following persons are now 
known to have participated in simi- 
lar projects: 

Ecumenical Projects. Rodney 
Smith worked in a project of the 
American Friends Service Committee 
in Wales. 

U. 8. Program. Anne Thomas and 
Joyce Perry worked with the Uni- 
tarians and Universalists in a Chi- 
cago project. 

Migrant Ministry. Carolyn Fred- 
rickson, Pat Arnholtz and Dale Fer- 
now all worked with migrants under 
the Oregon Council of Churches. 

These young people are students 
at the University of Oregon and 
Northwest Christian College, Eugene, 
Oregon. 
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education unit which consists of church parlor, fellowship hall, 14 


classrooms and will accommodate 375 church school people. 


The 


building project consisted also of a complete remodeling of the sanc- 


tuary. 


Total cost involved was about $150,000, $45,000 of which 


was made available through the will of Sallie B. Davidson, a mem- 
ber of the church.—GLEN A. HOLMAN, Correspondent. 
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Brotherhood News 








Louisiana Executive 


LAKE CHARLES, La.—Albert N. 
Jones, pastor, First Christian Church 


_ here, has been 
named by the 
Louisiana Asso- 


ciation of Chris- 
tian Churches to 
serve as executive 
secretary- 
& director, succeed- 
ing Joe R. Babb, 
effective Jan. 1. 

A native of 
Texas, Mr. Jones 
holds the B.A. de- 
gree from Texas 
Christian Univer- 
sity, Fort Worth and the B.D. degree 
from The College of the Bible, Lex- 
ington, Ky. 

He served churches in Texas, was 
a chaplain in the U. S. Army during 
World War II, and came to serve 
First Church here in 1950. 

Mr. Jones is well acquainted with 
the state program in Louisiana hav- 
ing served as a member and as 
chairman of the state board, chair- 
man of the departments of ministry 
and worship and of evangelism and 
membership development. He was 
president of the 1955 State, Con- 
vention and director of the 1959 
young people’s conference. 





Albert N. Jones 


@ At Watsonville, Calif. 


Centennial Afterglow 


WATSONVILLE, CALIF.—First Chris- 
tian Church here has celebrated its 
centennial year. 

During the 100 years the con- 
gregation has known seven locations, 
30 ministers and three fires. 

J. K. Rule, itinerant preacher, 
came to the Pajaro valley in 1859, 
holding services at Murphy’s Cross- 
ing, and gathered the nucleus of the 
present congregation. The first 
building was a herdsman’s cabin, 16 
by 20, with three windows and two 
doors—one for men and one for 
women. This church was located 
on San Juan road, about three miles 
from here. 

In 1873 the congregation moved 
into Watsonville and worshiped in 
Allen’s hall. Shortly thereafter a 
church building was acquired from 
the Methodists and with the building 
came a bell cast in Sheffield, Eng- 
land in 1860. 

A new church plant was erected 
in 1892, but before the first serv- 
ices were held it was destroyed by 
fire. 

Tragedy struck again on July 4, 
1902, when the “new” church was 
leveled by fire as the local fire 


brigade was taking part in a hose 
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tournament in a neighboring town. 


A new site was chosen and a “fire- 
resistant” building with walls of cut 


stone was erected. The new build- 
ing was dedicated Feb. 7, 1904. How- 
ever, this structure was gutted by 
fire 23 years later, in 1927. 

Moving to a new location outside 
of the business district, the present 
mission-style church was dedicated 
June 3, 1928. 


During the 100-year history the 
congregation has been served by 30 
ministers, including the present 
pastor, Forrest Lumsden. 

Mabel R. Curtis, historian of the 
church, prepared a history of First 
Church which was printed and made 
available to members and friends 
of the congregation. 


Cincinnati Construction 


CINCINNATI, OHIO—Kenwood Chris- 
tian Church here in suburban Cin- 
cinnati dedicated the first unit of its 
building program at special services. 


At the morning service, Richard 
Hudson, the organizing minister, 
preached the sermon in the dedi- 
cation of the congregation. During 
the afternoon the new building was 
dedicated and Herald B. Monroe, 


state secretary, brought the mes- 
sage. 

The new structure consist of five 
classrooms, choir room, office and 


fellowship hall. 

Donald L. Steffy is now serving the 
church as pastor. The Kenwood 
Church is a new congregation or- 
ganized in 1955. 


World Convention Bulletins 


@ THE 1960 BRITISH ANNUAL CON- 
FERENCE of Churches of Christ (Dis- 
ciples) will be held in Edinburgh, 
Scotland, immediately preceding the 
World Convention. The British con- 
ference begins Saturday afternoon, 
July 30, and will close at noon on 
Aug. 2. The World Convention 
begins that afternoon with a fellow- 
ship tea at 4 o’clock. 


@ MANY MINIsTERS attending the 
World Convention will occupy the 
pulpits of churches in Scotland on 
Sunday, Aug. 7. 





@ CorRECTION. In the picture caption 
on page 22, November 29, 1959, issue, 
Mrs. Jesse E. Martin, sister of the 
late Oreon E. Scott, was inadver- 
tantly identified as his daughter. 


Luncheon in Nashville Honoring Perry Gresham 





PERRY E. GRESHAM, president of Bethany College, Bethany, W. Va., spoke 
to students and faculty of the Divinity School of Vanderbilt University in 


Nashville, Tenn. 


Pictured are some of the church leaders who attended a 


luncheon to honor Dr. Gresham at the Disciples of Christ Historical Society 

building (from left): Dr. Gresham; Willis R: Jones, president of the Society; 

Kenneth Kaufman, Murfreesboro, Tenn.; Roger T. Nooe, Forrest Reed, W. M. 
Hardy, Charles Crouch, Wayne Braden and Herman Norton. 
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Louisiana Executive 
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Albert N. Jones 
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CHAPLAIN IN ALASKA 


CHAPLAIN (1st Lt.) Alan C. Tibbetts is shown as he 
addressed some 1,600 troops of the Ist Battle 
Group, 23rd Infantry, Fort Richardson, Alaska, as 
the soldiers took part in the observance of National 
Prayer Day on Oct. 7. Col. Cecil H. Bolton (back- 
ground), commander, read the Presidential Procla- 
mation for the service. Chaplain Tibbetts, a Dis- 
ciple, is a graduate of The Divinity School of Drake 
University. 































WOMAN OF THE CHAPEL 


BERCHTESGADEN, GERMANY—Pictured are Chris- 
tian Church (Disciple) women who attended the 
Protestant Women of the Chapel Convention here 
recently. Standing (from left): Mrs. Reid H. Bunger, 
First Christian Church, Timpson, Tex.; Mrs. Ronald 
R. Coleman, Oak Cliff Christian Church, Dallas, 
Tex.; Mrs. Robert McMellen, Christian Church, Sla- 
ter, Mo.; and Mrs. Tom L. Bryant, First Christian 
Church, Healdton, Okla. Standing in front are Sue 
Ann and Tomie Lee Bryant from Healdton. 


turity the beef is processed and presented 
for use in the summer camp and confer- 
ence program and the N.B.A. home. 





HARRISBURG, ORE.—Rex Jones, pastor of 
First Christian Church here is shown as 
he presented 500 pounds of dressed beef 
to Mrs. Pearl Finley, superintendent of 
Northwestern Christian Home at Beaver- 
ton, Ore. In this project, calves are pur- 
chased by the church, cared for and fed 
by members of the congregation. At ma- 


in focus 


DECATUR, ALA.—First Christian Church here has broken 
ground for its $65,000 education building. Pictured are 
participants in the ceremonies. (From left): Edward Simms, 
building committee; Robert Shaw, minister; John Harlow 
(with shovel), elder emeritus; Fred Smith, board chairman; 
Zola Clark, architect; Ainslie Wyle, building committee 
chairman; and Floyd Johnson, contractor. 
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Brotherhood News 





@ Otis Swords New President 


Georgia Assembly 


HE. 





C. HAROLD OWENS has been called 
by the Christian Churches of Georgia 
to serve as executive secretary of 


Christian Men’s Fellowship, with 

some responsibilities in the fields of 

evangelism and stewardship. Mr. 

Owens has been manager of the 

Illinois Christian Home in Jackson- 

ville. He will make his home in 
Atlanta. 


ATLANTA, GA.—The 110th annual 
Convention of Christian Churches of 
Georgia was held here in First 
Christian Church with 860 registered 
delegates. 

Otis L. Swords, pastor, First Chris- 
tian Church, Monroe, was elected 
president and Mrs. Frank A. Davis, 
First Church, Decatur, was chosen 
as vice-president for the 1960 con- 
vention. 

At the business session a resolu- 
tion “urging the governor and the 
general assembly of Georgia to con- 
tinue the uninterrupted operation 
of our public schools” passed over- 
whelmingly. The resolution called 
for the continuation of the present 
program “before irreparable harm 
has been done.” 

Mrs. Mae Yoho Ward spoke at the 
CWF banquet and Wm. H. McKin- 
ney was the speaker for the CMF 
dinner meeting. Harry J. Berry was 
re-elected general secretary of the 
Christian Churches of Georgia, Inc. 

Other actions of the convention 
included the acceptance of $25,000 
each year for the next ten years to 
build new churches; selected Elmer 
N. Anthony, who for 25 years has 
served the Mount Vernon Christian 
Church, as “Georgia Christian Church 
Rural Minister of the Year’; an- 
nounced the employment of C. Har- 
old Owens, Jacksonville, Ill., as ex- 
ecutive secretary of the Christian 
Men’s Fellowship, having additional 
responsibility in the fields of evan- 
gelism, stewardship and new church 
development; and accepted a mini- 
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mum financial goal of giving to 
missions of $1.00 out of every $2.00, 
instead of current ration of $1.00 to 
every $7.40 received.—CHARLEs F., 
SCHWAB 


@ Michigan Discussions 


Independent Issue 


East LANSING, MicH.—The coop- 
erative and independent ministers 
and some of their lay leaders met 
at Central Christian Church in Bat- 
tle Creek on Nov. 4 to discuss the 
question of internal unity among 
the Disciples of Christ. 

Park Netting of the Owosso 
Church presided. A paper was read 
and discussed by Robert Palmer, pas- 
tor of the Buchanan Church of 
Christ, representing the independent 
point of view. Lawrence Maines, 
state secretary of the Michigan 
Christian Missionary Society, repre- 
sented the cooperative side with a 
paper in the afternoon session. 


Both speakers said that brother- 
hood organization and missionary 
procedures were not the major is- 
sues of division between the two 
groups. The independents are be- 
coming more highly organized as 
they cooperate with one another. 

The basic difference centered 
around the interpretation of the Bi- 
ble. The independent speaker at- 
tacked the cooperative ministers and 
churches as not being true to the 
Bible. The cooperatives indicated 
that there ought to be a road on 
which each could travel together as 
they studied and discussed what the 
Bible really teaches. 

Mr. Palmer would not agree that 
the two groups were on the same 
road. Thus, it seemed to him that 
they had little in common. He 
stated that Christians ought to have 
the same belief before they could 
associate together. 

The group voted 48 to 18 to con- 
tinue the discussions at some fu- 
ture date.—LARRY MAINES 


Apartments for Aged in Hollywood 


baths, kitchenettes and dinettes. 
bay and other facilities. 
meals. 





+ 


HOLLYWOOD, CALIF.—Bethany Towers here, a home for senior citizens, 
owned and operated by the Christian Churches of Southern California, will 
soon be ready for occupancy. 


The building consists of some 90 apartments fully furnished with private 


There is also a large dining room, sick 
Rates are available for either all or part of the 


Because of the favorable location, close to public transportation and 
downtown Hollywood, applications for life care are coming in at a rapid 


rate. 


Inquiries may be directed to Neal D. Ireland, executive director, 1745 


N. Gramercy Place, Hollywood, Calif. 
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RELAX «oe 


SECRETS 


Just for fun, a farmer grew 
a crop of flax and had a linen 
tablecloth made from it. 
Later, he boasted to a lady 
guest at dinner, “I grew this 
tablecloth myself.” 

“Did you really?” she ex- 
claimed, “How on earth did 
you do it?” 

The farmer lowered his 
voice. “If you promise never 
to tell the secret, I’ll tell you,” 
he whispered. “I planted a 
napkin.” 

—ARKANSAS BAPTIST 


| ee Se, 


It’s getting harder and 
harder to support the govern- 
ment in the style to which it 
has become accustomed. 


—AUSTRALASIAN MFGR. 


* @&-@ 


On days when it is cold or wet 

The children watch the TV set 

In just the way the darlings 
do 

When it is warm and skies are 
blue. 


—TOM PEASE IN “QUOTE” 
* * # 


A teacher, annoyed by 
clock-watching pupils, cov- 
ered the face of the clock with 
a cardboard sign which read: 
Time WILL Pass: WiLL You? 


BS 


JANUARY 3, 1960 


@ Dr. W. B. Blakemore, dean of the 
Di:ciples Divinity House of the Uni- 
versity of Chicago, recently ad- 
dressed the monthly practicum of 
pre-ministerial students at Bethany 
College, Bethany, W. Va. He dis- 
cussed challenges of the minister in 
the complex age of today. 


@ R. Powell Mead, pastor of Central 
Christian Church, Terre Haute, Ind., 
was recently elected president of the 
Terre Haute Council of Churches. 
Now in his 11th year with this con- 
gregation, he is serving the council 
as its president for the second time. 


@ W. H. Sperry, pastor, First Chris- 
tian Church of Creve Coeur, IIl., re- 
ports four added to the church by 
baptism and one by transfer on 
Oct. 4. 


@ Perry Epler Gresham, president 
of Bethany College, Bethany, W. Va., 
spoke at the 22nd annual Texas Rose 
festival held at Tyler, Tex. 
Bethany College, founded by Alex- 
ander Campbell, is the oldest degree 
granting college in West Virginia. 


NOTICE! 
First Christian Church, Leesville, La. 
Will need a pastor soon. 
If interested address: 
H. C. Newsome, Ch., Pulpit Committee 
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Pte OTRAS ER RECT ER aL rea 


Dr. Luccock is known for the pun- 
gent humor of his letters to the 
editor, under the pen name of 
Simeon Stylites, in The Christian 
Century, and for the more than 24 
books he has written, including: 
Preaching Values in New Trans- 
lations of the New Testament, and 
In the Minister's Workshop. 


seis JUST PUBLISHED 


A New Book by 
} HALFORD E. LUCCOCK 


Sy WARE SEE 














Wall Calendar 1960 


All 12 months on one 28 x 32 inch 
sheet. Large numerals for easy read- 
ing across the room. Sundays and 
holidays in red. Ideal for church 
offices, meeting rooms, State Mission- 
ary Society offices, dens and offices in 
the homes. 


$1.00 


CHRISTIAN BOARD 


OF PUBLICATION 


BOX 179, ST. LOUIS 66, MISSOURI 
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PPE KE SOAS 


369 WINDOWS 


2-minute meditations for daily use 


These 365 meditations enable the 
reader to look out upon the world 
through a different window—with a 
fresh thought—each day. Dr. Luc- 
cock combines vivid _ illustrative 
material with his own sharp obser- 
vations and insights to produce de- 
votions that are alive with human 
interest and with wisdom. $2 


Abingdon Press 


SRA PUBLISHER OF THE INTERPRETER’S BIBLE iis eurezewie 
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—THE BARRIER 
(Continued from page 15.) 


“Did ... did...’ Brad stam- 
mered. 

“Yes,”” Steve broke in. “Yes, 
neighbor. You kept the big lamp 


burning. You’re the best public- 
ity getter I know,” Steve chuck- 
led. ‘Here, take a look at the 
morning news, hero.” 

Brad dizzily read the account 
of his own “quick thinking and 
disregard for personal safety.” 
His actions had saved the life of 
not only one sick tower tender, 
but undoubtedly the lives of 
scores of others, too. “With only 
minutes to go,” the account con- 
tinued, “not one, but two tre- 
mendous tasks faced him. Mr. 
Bradford Burton accomplished 
the impossible. He completed 
both. Before climbing the lad- 
der, Burton had presence of mind 
to lift the telephone receiver and 
ask the operator to send a doctor 
to the tower.” 

He put the paper down without 
finishing the story. 


“Made a big fuss over nothing, 


didn’t they?” he said. ‘But what 
I want to know is, how did I get 
here? Why?” 

“It’s all right there in the pa- 
per,” Steve grinned. “Why don’t 
you read it? I’m here with a 
severe case of food poisoning— 
something I ate for supper, I 
guess. You’re here on account of 
you tripped and fell down fifteen 
feet of ice-covered steel—plop on- 
to the platform. They figured 
you lay up there unconscious for 
over an hour. Wonder that storm 
didn’t kill you, man.” 

There was a long silence. Then 
Brad said, ‘Hmmm, guess both 
of us came pretty close to... 
to the end last night.” 

Steve nodded soberly. ‘Some- 
times a guy has to be hit on the 
head pretty hard before the truth 
gets through his thick skull.” He 
paused and grinned at Brad. “It 
finally got through to me. Only 
a Christian could do a thing like 
that, in the first place. And then 
—you were ready, Brad. You 





might have frozen to death, but 
the thing is, you were ready. But 
not me. If that poison had—well, 
I just wasn’t ready, that’s the 
difference. Funny... all of a 
sudden I got the picture. If other 
people aren’t what they say— 
well, they’re the ones who’ll have 
to answer. But I’ll have to an- 
swer for me—no one else can.” 


Brad recognized the opening 
he’d waited for, prayed for. 

“But when the day comes, 
you'll have the right answer now, 
won’t you, Steve?” 

Both men lay back, in silence, 
looking at the ceiling. Brad 
smiled. Their one barrier was 
melting away rapidly. He turned 
his head and looked out the win- 
dow. The ice outside was melt- 
ing, too. 
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by J. Warren Hastings 


E PRESIDED over the board 

meeting with a masterful hand. 
The state board which serves our 
churches in a large area was in ses- 
sion and he was the chairman of 
the meeting. I sat in the back of 
the room and was greatly inspired 
by the tremendous efforts that he 
and the members of the board were 
making to advance the cause of 
Jesus Christ in a great area. 


“The next item on our agenda,” 
he said, “is the program of found- 
ing new churches. I have before 
me an analysis of one area in which 
we have considered starting a new 
church of Jesus Christ. If you re- 
call, we appointed a special com- 
mittee to study the possibilities for 
a church in that location. 

“I have before me the report of 
the committee and it does not rec- 
ommend founding a church in that 
area at this time. It does, however, 
state that there are several other 
sections which are vitally in need 
of new churches. 


“We have the responsibility of 
leading out in bringing new churches 
into being and it is my hope that 
we will start many new churches 
within the next few years. Only 
as the Disciples of Christ begin new 
churches, and many of them, can we 
be a truly growing brotherhood. We 
have a major responsibility in this 
whole field and I hope the members 
of the board are with me as we con- 
tinue to have studies made as to 
where we should locate new 
churches.” 


A member of the board moved 
that the report of the special com- 
mittee should be accepted, and that 
motion was carried. 


The chairman then exclaimed: “I 
have asked the special committee 
to study two other locations which 


2. The Land of the Bible Speaks 
3. Journey to Hope 
4. Where Do Ministers Come From? 


eaten tinetinnstintieetinattinetitteintiioinat 
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are possibilities for new churches. 
We shall hear their report in the 
next meeting.” 


He studied the agenda for a min- 
ute and then he: said: “The next 
item for us to consider is the bring- 
ing of new ministers into our area. 
This is the field in which we must 
render outstanding service to 
churches which are calling new min- 
isters. We must help a church in 
every way possible as it considers 
calling new leadership. More than 
that, when the new minister comes 
on the field, we must welcome him 
and help him in every way possible 
to succeed in his church.” 

Again he looked at the Agenda. 

“The next item Which we are 
to study has to do with the care 
of our summer camp. The camp 
trustees have sent in a report stat- 
ing what repairs will be necessary 
before next season. I note that 
there are plumbing repairs to be 
made, several buildings to be painted 
and broken furniture to be fixed. 
All of us are aware of the fact that 
in the summer camp program we 
are dealing with many who will be- 
come preachers in the years ahead.” 

The report was approved. 

After the meeting, I engaged him 
in conversation for a little while. 
He said to me: “We are moving for- 
ward on a dozen different fronts. 
The Disciples of Christ are cooperat- 
ing with each other today as never 
before in their history. No phase 
of our great brotherhood task is be- 
ing neglected. We are in the busi- 
ness of building better and stronger 
churches for Jesus Christ.” 

As we parted, I congratulated him 
on the wonderful work that he and 
the members of his state board were 
doing. 


5. That They May All Be One 
6. No Creed but Christ 

7. This Ils My Body 

8. The Churches at Work 


ee ee 


one 


RELAX. os 


UNRECONSTRUCTED 

A Texan made the trip to 
see if Alaska is really as big 
as people said. It was. 

He had to admit that the 
winter sports were wonder- 
ful. Upon his return home, 
he was describing his ski 
and snowshoe experiences 
to a friend. 

“But what do they do all 
summer?” his friend asked. 

“Oh, they go swimming 
that day,” he replied. 

xk *k * 

The husband who put his 
foot down probably had it 
on the coffee table. 

—QUOTE 
x * * 
LETTERS WITH LITTLE 
WINDOWS 


All hail the first, it’s here 
again! 
With messages of cheer, 
again, 
With bills enclosing ads 
galore 
Inviting us to charge some 
more. 
—HELEN M. WEBSTER 
ee 
“We have decided that 
Spanish is something we 
will be studying the rest of 
our lives. At least we have 
learned to tell the differ- 
ence between pescado, fish, 
and pecado, sin.” 
—COURTNEY AND LOIS 
SWANDER 


x * 
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to bed now, son; it’s 
time for my adult 
western.” 
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Second Section of the 
Africa Mission Tour 


INDIANAPOLIS—A second section is 
being added to the Africa mission 
tour of 1960, according to the tour 
committee of The United Christian 
Missionary Society. 

Both sections of the tour will 
participate in sessions of the World 
Convention of Christian Churches 
(Disciples) in Edinburgh, Scotland, 
Aug. 2-7. One group will tour Africa 
just prior to the convention; the 
other, at the close of the convention. 

The first section will leave New 
York about June 6, going to Lisbon, 
Portugal, then cn to Ghana, Belgian 
Congo, Egypt, Jordan, Israel, Greece, 
Italy, Germany, France, Belgium, 
England and Scotland. It will arrive 
in Scotland just prior to the con- 
vention. 

The second section will leave New 
York July 29, going first to the 
World Convention; then to the 
above-mentioned places, in reverse 
order. Each section will visit the 
same places, be involved in the same 
length of time in tour and with the 
same tour fare ($2,800). 

Groups will travel on regularly 
scheduled airlines, economy and 
tourist class accommodations. Each 
section will be accompanied by a 
member of the staff of the United 
Society. 

The tour committee found that 14 
months before the Africa tour was to 
start, the quota of 25 had been filled 
by men and women from many 
parts of the United States. There 
also was quickly a waiting list of 
10. Many more requests came in, 
so the second section is being sug- 
gested. 

Each person on a mission tour 
pays his own expenses. The itiner- 
ary is arranged so that the group 
can meet missionaries and national 
leaders of churches of various lands. 

Highlights of the tour will in- 
clude seeing “The Passion Play” 
while in Germany and visiting his- 
toric Bolenge in the Belgian Congo, 
along with many other city and 
rural stations of the Disciples of 
Christ Congo Mission. 

Information may be obtained from 
the Tour Committee, United Chris- 
tian Missionary Society, 222 South 
Downey Avenue, Indianapolis 7, In- 
diana. 


On Internal Unity 


WIcHITA, KAN.—The second con- 
sultation on Internal Unity of Chris- 
tian Churches will be held here at 
Friends University, Feb. 8-10. 

The first of the consultations was 


JANUARY 3, 1960 








held here last June with over 200 
ministers and lay people in attend- 
ance. The group voted unanimously 
to have a second meeting. 

Leaders from all parts of the 
brotherhood and representatives of 
various viewpoints are being in- 
vited to participate in the coming 
consultation. 


Major subjects to be discussed 
and messages to be presented in- 
clude: 


1. Series of Bible studies on “The 
Nature of the New Testament 
Church: Its Doctrine, Mission, 
Polity and Unity.” 

2. Series of forums on such sub- 
jects as “What are the unifying, 
cohesive forces within the Cooper- 
ative and Independent movements 
that overcome the obvious diver- 
sities; the Purpose and Theology 
underlying the program of cooper- 
ative mission and independent mis- 
sions; and the Possibilities and Dif- 
ficulties of the Ecumenical Move- 
ment. 


3. Series of messages “The Pros- 
pect and Consequences of a Divided 
Brotherhood.” ‘‘The Sociological 
Factors in Our Brotherhood Prob- 
lems,” and “The Prospect and Con- 
sequences of a United Brotherhood.” 

The planning committee, headed 
by James Carr, includes: Dyre 
Campbell, Ting Champie, Don 
Evans, Charles Gresham, Sam Ham- 
ilton, Clifford Hauswell, W. L. Mc- 
Ever, Tom Parish, Cecil Swindle 
and James Tilsley. 





@iIn observance of the Week of 
the Ministry, the Church of Christ 
in Kenton, Ohio, conducted an es- 
say contest for young people and 
adults. There were two categories: 
“The Church’s Responsibility to the 
Ministry” and “The Ministry’s Re- 
sponsibility to the Church.” Gerald 
Knose is the minister. 


@ Oren D. Pritchard, member of 
Northwood Christian Church, Indian- 
apolis, Ind., for the past year has 
served as president of the National 


Sudbury 
Church Worship Aids 
for over a quarter of a 


rite for catalog and listing 
lers desirous of serving you. 


BRASS GOODS CO. 





Brotherhood News 


Association of Life Underwriters, a 
national organization with 78,000 
members. When he concluded his 
term Oct. 1, he had spoken in every 
state except Alaska; also he had 
visited Canada and Cuba. Mr. Prit- 
chard served for several years as 
treasurer of the International Con- 
vention of Christian Churches. 


@ On Sept. 27 Community Christian 
Church, Kansas City, Mo., honored 
some thirty children, members of 
the third grade class in the church 
school. At the morning service that 
day the pastor, Frank J. Pippin, 
presented Bibles to each of the 
honored boys and girls. 


@ J. Warren Hastings, pastor of Na- 
tional City Christian Church, Wash- 
ington, D. C., was the preacher for 
the annual Union Preaching Mission 
held by the churches of Hagerstown, 
Md. The special services were under 
the auspices of Washington County 
Council of Churches. 
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Edited by Charles M. Laymon 
Lesson Analysis by Roy L. Smith 


This new edition of a standard 
reference will help teachers and 
students of adult classes bring new 
interest and added meaning to every 
International Sunday School Lessor 
in 1960. The volume includes all 
the features that have made it a 
popular teaching aid. Still, $2.95 
Order from your bookstore 
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@ Oren D. Pritchard, member of 
Northwood Christian Church, Indian- 
apolis, Ind., for the past year has 
served as president of the National 


Sudbury 
Church Worship Aids 
for over a quarter of a 


rite for catalog and listing 
lers desirous of serving you. 


BRASS GOODS CO. 





Brotherhood News 


Association of Life Underwriters, a 
national organization with 78,000 
members. When he concluded his 
term Oct. 1, he had spoken in every 
state except Alaska; also he had 
visited Canada and Cuba. Mr. Prit- 
chard served for several years as 
treasurer of the International Con- 
vention of Christian Churches. 


@ On Sept. 27 Community Christian 
Church, Kansas City, Mo., honored 
some thirty children, members of 
the third grade class in the church 
school. At the morning service that 
day the pastor, Frank J. Pippin, 
presented Bibles to each of the 
honored boys and girls. 


@ J. Warren Hastings, pastor of Na- 
tional City Christian Church, Wash- 
ington, D. C., was the preacher for 
the annual Union Preaching Mission 
held by the churches of Hagerstown, 
Md. The special services were under 
the auspices of Washington County 
Council of Churches. 


THING FIL 


“GOD IS MY LANDLORD” 
The story of “DYNAMIC KERNELS” 
in 45 minute color-sound. 
Write Mrs. Perry Hayden, “The Quaker Miller’’ 
Tecumseh, Mich., Dept. CHE 











MONOGRAM 
DINNERWARE 


For use by churches, 
societies and others. 





Price List on Request 


H. LEONARD & SONS 
38 Fulton St. West Grand Rapids 2, Mich. 





70 Pearl Street, Brookline 46, Mass. 





THE 
INTERNATIONAL 
LESSON ANNUAL 


1960 


Edited by Charles M. Laymon 
Lesson Analysis by Roy L. Smith 


This new edition of a standard 
reference will help teachers and 
students of adult classes bring new 
interest and added meaning to every 
International Sunday School Lessor 
in 1960. The volume includes all 
the features that have made it a 
popular teaching aid. Still, $2.95 
Order from your bookstore 


Publisher of The Interpreter’s Bible 











(27) 27 











‘‘You Are What You Read’’ 


Looking at Ourselves 


A Mirror of the Ministry in Mod- 
ern Novels. By Horton Davies. Ox- 
ford University Press. 211 pages. 
$3.75. 


Recently I became aware of the 
fact that I had read a number of 
novels in which ministers were the 
principal characters. Curiosity led 
me to spend part of an afternoon 
in the public library investigating 
the matter. 

I made this discovery: Since 1926 
there have been not less than 125 
novel with the ministry as_ its 
theme! To confront this fact is to 
raise a question, “How faithfully do 
these books mirror the ministry?” 

In the present volume Horton 
Davies, professor of religion at 
Princeton University, answers the 
question. He does this by selecting 
fifteen representative novels which 
he then examines in detail. He be- 
gins with Hawthorne’s Scarlet Let- 
ter and includes such contemporary 
novels as Spence’s One Foot in 
Heaven and Paton’s Cry, the Be- 
loved Country. (No, de does not 
neglect Sinclair Lewis’ Elmer Gan- 
try.) 

As there are all kinds of mir- 
rors, so there are all kinds of novels 
about the ministry. Some are car- 
nival mirrors giving back nothing 
but a distorted caricature. Others 
are cracked boarding-house mirrors, 
showing us very little of the min- 
istry in its true light. But some are 
clear and true. A conscientious min- 
ister can learn something from 
looking into each of them. 

Professor Davies knows his sub- 
ject and he has given us an illu- 
minating guide to an important area 
of contemporary literature.—DWIGHT 
E. STEVENSON 


Instructive and Enjoyable 


The Singing Church. By Edwin 
Liemohn. The Wartburg Press. 122 
pages. $2.50. 


It is a pleasure to write about 
Dr. Liemohn’s book, The Singing 
Church, because of the interesting 
subject matter and the excellent 
way in which it is presented. 

In the long history of church music 
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there are periods of important sig- 
nificance to our present-day singing 
church and other periods of lesser 
importance. The latter have been 
given the necessary coverage in a 
manner that points up the needed 
information completely enough to 
give a general understanding with- 
out overstressing the details. The 
many years of early Hebrew music 
and the centuries of domination by 
the Roman Catholic church over the 
Western World are two of these 
periods. It is a relief to find a book 
which covers these areas of time in 
a concise but enlightening manner. 

In much more detail, but in stim- 
ulating style the thrilling Reforma- 
tion and its influence on congrega- 
tional singing are presented. 

Perhaps the most satisfactory 
chapters of the book are the ones 
about Psalm singing versus hymn 
singing. Here one finds interesting 
reading indeed as from various 
countries of Europe many branches 
of the church contribute their cus- 
toms and ideas to the growth of the 
singing church. These various con- 
tributions are analyzed, discussed 
and carried into the American de- 
velopment of Protestant church 
music with emphasis on the singing 
of the congregation. 

It is truly a happy experience to 
find a book which is both interesting 
and thorough about a subject which 
is often over-detailed and lacking in 
challenge. Both students and the 
casual reader will find The Singing 
Church instructive and enjoyable. 
We will be using this book in our 
Lyric Religion class at Northwest 
Christian College—Maupd SKAGGS 
WooDyYARD 


Four Great Awakenings 


Modern Revivalism. By William G. 
McLoughin, Jr. The Ronald Press 
Company. 551 pages. $6.50. 


Many books have been written on 
revivals, revivalism and revivalists. 
This one is concerned with the period 
in American life from the early 
nineteenth century to the present: 
from Charles G. Finney to Billy 
Graham. The book analyzes the 
techniques used by each revivalist; 





the social conditions at the time 
when each man carried on his re- 
vivals; his attitudes to contemporary 
issues and the effects of his work 
on the churches and American life 
in general. 


The author states that “it is dem- 
onstrable that over the three hun- 
dred years since its founding, Amer- 
ica has really had only four great 
awakenings, one of which is now in 
progress. But each of them has 
been national in scope and each of 
them has lasted about a generation. 
Roughly speaking, the first of these 
extended from 1725-1750; the second 
from 1795 to 1835; the third from 
1875-1915 and the fourth from 1945 
to perhaps 1970.” 

The revival leaders to whom the 
author gives greatest consideration 
in his chapters are Charles G. Finney, 
Dwight L. Moody, Billy Sunday and 
Billy Graham. He seeks to show in 
his book that “the essential char- 
acteristic of modern revivalism 
since 1825 has been the effort to ad- 
just the theological, ethical and in- 
stitutional structure of Protestant- 
ism to the changes in American 
culture.” 

One thing the author clarifies for 
his readers is that while the pro- 
fessional revivalists have never been 
great theologians or leaders of pub- 
lic opinion, they have always been 
extremely sensitive to the changing 
currents of their times. 

Many thoughtful leaders in the 
Protestant churches will not agree 
with the author in some of his 
assumptions and in some of his con- 
clusions with reference to American 
revivals but they will be helped to 
see their place and value in the 
American scene over the past 300 
years. 

In reading the book I found my- 
self hoping that this excellent schol- 
ar and historian would make clear 
the distinction between revivalism 
and evangelism, but this distinction 
is not made in the book. So often 
the two words are used synony- 
mously and interchangeably. 

I recommend this thoughtful book 
to all ministers and especially to 
seminarians for their careful study. 
—Jesse M. Bader 
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TOWARD A BETTER CHURCH 
by Samuel F. Pugh 


National Director of Church Development 
United Christian Missionary Society 
Indianapolis, Indiana 


Improving the Worship Service 


First in Series on Worship 


In many churches a carefully 
planned service of worship has 
gradually deteriorated until it 
has become routine or haphazard, 
with little feeling of awe and 
grandeur on the part of either 
the leaders or the congregation. 

There are various ways of ana- 
lyzing and improving the service 
of worship but we suggest a few 
that may be used in the reader’s 
church. The initiative should be 
taken by the department of wor- 
ship. 


1. Sponsor a series of church- 
wide discussions on worship. 
Encourage small informal 
conversation groups to dis- 
cuss such questions as— 
“What is the primary objec- 
tive of worship?” ‘How can 
such an objective be 
achieved?”’ ‘What does our 
own service of worship in- 
dicate concerning our con- 
cept of worship?” ‘How can 
we change our setting and 
procedure to express our 
deepest convictions and be- 
come more aware of the pres- 
ence of God?” 

2. Ask elders, deacons, deacon- 
esses, ushers and choir to 
spend one entire meeting dis- 
cussing the service and ways 
of improving it. 

3. Hold a joint meeting of the 
department of property and 
the department of worship. 
Suggest that they go into the 
sanctuary together to look 
for anything that would de- 
tract from worship and for 
any changes that need to be 
made to enhance worship. 

4. Ask the choir to use a tape 
recorder to study their an- 
thems and responses. 

5. Ask each person and group 
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responsible for any phase of 
the service of worship to 
study the best books and 
pamphlets in that particular 
area. 

6. Ask the members of the de- 
partment of worship to visit 
other congregations to study 
both the physical setting and 
the effectiveness of worship 
in those churches. 

7. Encourage creativity and in- 
itiative on the part of church 
members who would like to 
make suggestions for varied 
ways of worship. 

8. Use the worship filmstrip in 
THE EFFECTIVE CHURCH* 
series and the WORSHIP 
manual in the Program Plan- 
ning Manuals* to find ways 
of improvement. 

9. Ask the choir of the young 
people to present talks at a 
church dinner on the subject, 
“MAKING THE BEST USE 
OF ‘CHRISTIAN WORSHIP 
—A HYMNAL.’” Then con- 
sider putting the best of the 
ideas into practice. 

10. After a period of several 
months of evaluation and 
analysis, let the department 
of worship, with the minister, 
make the adaptations and 
changes that will strengthen 
the entire service of worship. 





*Available through Christian 
Board of Publication, Beaumont 
and Pine, Box 179, St. Louis 66, 
Missouri. 





Christian Church Films Foundation 
presents 
No Creed But Christ 
a colored, half-hour, 16 mm film 
Rental $12.50 from 


CHRISTIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION 
Box 179, St. Louis 66, Mo. 
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NEW TAX 
ADVANTAGES 


make a GIFT ANNUITY basic 
in estate planning of our 
Church folk, without danger 
of loss-of-will contest or in- 


vestment problems. 


FOR INFORMATION write 


THE NATIONAL 
BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION 
OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCHES 
(Disciples of Christ) 


16th Floor, Landreth Building 
St. Lovis 2, Mo. 
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“The spirit and soul of all reformation is free discussion.” 


—Alexander Campbell 





Congratulations 


Editor, The Christian: 


Congratulations on the change of 
name. “The Christian’! That will 
be fine. It will never be necessary 
to change again. What a time is 
this for a great religious newspaper. 

In the highest echelons of our 
political economy as well as in 
education and social science the top 
voices are pleading for the very 
same thing for which you have 
been pleading all these years. Chris- 
tianity has never had such a pro- 
phetic re-enforcement in any other 
generation which has ever lived. 

My cordial congratulations and 


good wishes.—HOMER W. CARPENTER, 
Louisville, Ky. 


Prayers Asked 
Editor, The Christian: 


At a meeting of the steering 
committee of the new Windward 
Christian Church near Kailua, Ha- 
waii, it was decided to ask the 
Brotherhood through your paper to 
place the Church on a daily prayer 
list. We believe much in prayer 
and often feel that our people do 
not pray enough for one another. 

We are grateful to the Military 
and Veterans Services of the United 
Christian Missionary Society for the 
purchase of the two acres of land 
for the Church and for their fine 
cooperation in helping us get started. 
Plans now are to begin meeting 
in the Y. M. C. A. building which is 
just across the street from _ the 
Church site, on January 17, 1960. 

First Church is giving up some 
fifteen or twenty good members to 
assist and will also help to under- 
write the new church budget.— 
GEORGE A, JACoBS, for the Windward 
Christian Church, GEoRGE RortH, 
chairman of the steering committee, 
Honolulu, Hawaii. 


Yank in Scotland 


Editor, The Christian: 


The Christian Evangelist-Front 
Rank has been giving marvelous 
coverage to the coming World Con- 
vention. I’m sure that if I were 
home it would encourage me to 
make plans for attending. But I 
am already over here and need not 
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be convinced. I’m not only going 
to attend but I’m having a chance 
to see the preparations first hand as 
an ex-officio member of the World 
Convention Edinburgh Committee. 

What I have to say now is not an 
official statement from the commit- 
tee; I’m saying this entirely on my 
own. The Edinburgh Committee is 
working hard to prepare the way for 
you who will be coming from all 
over the world. I assure you they 
are enthusiastic about their brothers 
and sisters of the church who will 
be coming here next August. 

Edinburgh is a great city, as you 
have already been told by many 
who have been here. It is a busy 
city and the center of tourism in 
Scotland. Hotels, hostels, rooming 
houses are booked months in ad- 
vance. It is said, “Don’t ask direc- 
tions from anyone on Princes Street 
for they are probably tourists, too.” 
That’s just a hint on how busy the 
city can be in the summer time. 

The housing accommodations com- 
mittee has done a tremendous job in 
getting reservations in large and 
small hotels, hostels, tourist homes 
and private homes for over 3,000 
delegates. I would suggest to all 
who are planning to come to Edin- 
burgh in 1960 for the World Con- 
vention, that you send in your regis- 
tration fee now to H. B. Holloway, 
110 South Downey Avenue, Indian- 
apolis, and request the housing you 
want for the convention. 

It is my understanding that these 
housing accommodations for 3,000 
persons are allocated to the World 
Convention and room assignments 
must be secured through it. You 
have probably made up your mind 
about coming, so why not send in 
your registration fee now and re- 
quest your room assignment ?— 
DONALD R. JARMAN, Kirkcaldy, Fife, 
Scotland. 


Agrees With Pugh 
Editor, The Christian: 


I read Mr. Pugh’s article, “No 
Vanilla!” with great joy in the Sept. 
20 issue. For some time now I have 
shared his feeling that the church 
isn’t in business to do business in 
vanilla. I even had the credulity to 
think that the editor who included 
such a fine article shared a like 
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Letters ... 


feeling. Alas! Most of us believe 
better than we do! 


It was singularly incongruous to 
observe an advertisement on the 
same page. Yes, Mr. Pugh, we don’t 
sell vanilla, but could I interest 
you in some fresh pecans ?—VICTOR 
ScHwarz, Murray, Neb. 


EpIToR’s COMMENT: In a journal 
of opinion, Mr. Pugh, Mr. Schwarz, 
advertisers of acceptable products 
and buyers of them, are all free to 
express themselves. Which feeling 
the editor shares is secondary. 


From Down Under 


Editor, The Christian: 


I always find great interest and 
stimulation in your journal.—C. H. J. 
WRIGHT, Malvern, South Australia. 


Urban Church 
Editor, The Christian: 


Thank you for the encouraging 
statement prefacing “A Philosophy 
of Urban Work” (Nov. 1) which in- 
dicates that the Disciples are be- 
coming concerned about this vital 
field. This fine article by President 
Norris and the stimulating piece by 
Roger Bentley (August 23rd) on 
“Mission Field U.S.A.” strike me as 
two excellent commentaries. I have 
been disappointed at the dearth of 
reaction to the earlier discussion as 
I have looked in vain for a letter to 
the editor commenting on that fine 
statement of America’s need for its 
“share of young missionaries at 
home.” 


May I add my voice to that “grow- 
ing demand for ‘practical ecumenic- 
ity’’”’ mentioned by President Norris 
in more recent discussion. I think it 
is worthy of note that Lauretta 
Baker (of the Disciples’ much hon- 
ored Belgian Congo Baker family) 
was inspired to serve this cause 
under the auspices of the Inner City 
Protestant Parish in Cleveland. 


The wonderful work carried on by 
this cooperating group is deserving 
of note, and it seems strange to me 
that her financial support in that 
cause came entirely outside the Dis- 
ciples of Christ. Many of the lead- 
ing Protestant churches in the 
Cleveland area are involved in this 
cooperative effort—AGNES M. SMITH, 
West Farmington, Ohio 
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“The spirit and soul of all reformation is free discussion.” 


—Alexander Campbell 





Congratulations 


Editor, The Christian: 


Congratulations on the change of 
name. “The Christian’! That will 
be fine. It will never be necessary 
to change again. What a time is 
this for a great religious newspaper. 

In the highest echelons of our 
political economy as well as in 
education and social science the top 
voices are pleading for the very 
same thing for which you have 
been pleading all these years. Chris- 
tianity has never had such a pro- 
phetic re-enforcement in any other 
generation which has ever lived. 

My cordial congratulations and 


good wishes.—HOMER W. CARPENTER, 
Louisville, Ky. 


Prayers Asked 
Editor, The Christian: 


At a meeting of the steering 
committee of the new Windward 
Christian Church near Kailua, Ha- 
waii, it was decided to ask the 
Brotherhood through your paper to 
place the Church on a daily prayer 
list. We believe much in prayer 
and often feel that our people do 
not pray enough for one another. 

We are grateful to the Military 
and Veterans Services of the United 
Christian Missionary Society for the 
purchase of the two acres of land 
for the Church and for their fine 
cooperation in helping us get started. 
Plans now are to begin meeting 
in the Y. M. C. A. building which is 
just across the street from _ the 
Church site, on January 17, 1960. 

First Church is giving up some 
fifteen or twenty good members to 
assist and will also help to under- 
write the new church budget.— 
GEORGE A, JACoBS, for the Windward 
Christian Church, GEoRGE RortH, 
chairman of the steering committee, 
Honolulu, Hawaii. 


Yank in Scotland 


Editor, The Christian: 


The Christian Evangelist-Front 
Rank has been giving marvelous 
coverage to the coming World Con- 
vention. I’m sure that if I were 
home it would encourage me to 
make plans for attending. But I 
am already over here and need not 
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be convinced. I’m not only going 
to attend but I’m having a chance 
to see the preparations first hand as 
an ex-officio member of the World 
Convention Edinburgh Committee. 

What I have to say now is not an 
official statement from the commit- 
tee; I’m saying this entirely on my 
own. The Edinburgh Committee is 
working hard to prepare the way for 
you who will be coming from all 
over the world. I assure you they 
are enthusiastic about their brothers 
and sisters of the church who will 
be coming here next August. 

Edinburgh is a great city, as you 
have already been told by many 
who have been here. It is a busy 
city and the center of tourism in 
Scotland. Hotels, hostels, rooming 
houses are booked months in ad- 
vance. It is said, “Don’t ask direc- 
tions from anyone on Princes Street 
for they are probably tourists, too.” 
That’s just a hint on how busy the 
city can be in the summer time. 

The housing accommodations com- 
mittee has done a tremendous job in 
getting reservations in large and 
small hotels, hostels, tourist homes 
and private homes for over 3,000 
delegates. I would suggest to all 
who are planning to come to Edin- 
burgh in 1960 for the World Con- 
vention, that you send in your regis- 
tration fee now to H. B. Holloway, 
110 South Downey Avenue, Indian- 
apolis, and request the housing you 
want for the convention. 

It is my understanding that these 
housing accommodations for 3,000 
persons are allocated to the World 
Convention and room assignments 
must be secured through it. You 
have probably made up your mind 
about coming, so why not send in 
your registration fee now and re- 
quest your room assignment ?— 
DONALD R. JARMAN, Kirkcaldy, Fife, 
Scotland. 


Agrees With Pugh 
Editor, The Christian: 


I read Mr. Pugh’s article, “No 
Vanilla!” with great joy in the Sept. 
20 issue. For some time now I have 
shared his feeling that the church 
isn’t in business to do business in 
vanilla. I even had the credulity to 
think that the editor who included 
such a fine article shared a like 
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feeling. Alas! Most of us believe 
better than we do! 


It was singularly incongruous to 
observe an advertisement on the 
same page. Yes, Mr. Pugh, we don’t 
sell vanilla, but could I interest 
you in some fresh pecans ?—VICTOR 
ScHwarz, Murray, Neb. 


EpIToR’s COMMENT: In a journal 
of opinion, Mr. Pugh, Mr. Schwarz, 
advertisers of acceptable products 
and buyers of them, are all free to 
express themselves. Which feeling 
the editor shares is secondary. 


From Down Under 


Editor, The Christian: 


I always find great interest and 
stimulation in your journal.—C. H. J. 
WRIGHT, Malvern, South Australia. 


Urban Church 
Editor, The Christian: 


Thank you for the encouraging 
statement prefacing “A Philosophy 
of Urban Work” (Nov. 1) which in- 
dicates that the Disciples are be- 
coming concerned about this vital 
field. This fine article by President 
Norris and the stimulating piece by 
Roger Bentley (August 23rd) on 
“Mission Field U.S.A.” strike me as 
two excellent commentaries. I have 
been disappointed at the dearth of 
reaction to the earlier discussion as 
I have looked in vain for a letter to 
the editor commenting on that fine 
statement of America’s need for its 
“share of young missionaries at 
home.” 


May I add my voice to that “grow- 
ing demand for ‘practical ecumenic- 
ity’’”’ mentioned by President Norris 
in more recent discussion. I think it 
is worthy of note that Lauretta 
Baker (of the Disciples’ much hon- 
ored Belgian Congo Baker family) 
was inspired to serve this cause 
under the auspices of the Inner City 
Protestant Parish in Cleveland. 


The wonderful work carried on by 
this cooperating group is deserving 
of note, and it seems strange to me 
that her financial support in that 
cause came entirely outside the Dis- 
ciples of Christ. Many of the lead- 
ing Protestant churches in the 
Cleveland area are involved in this 
cooperative effort—AGNES M. SMITH, 
West Farmington, Ohio 
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Whether you are a member of your church’s building committee seeking assistance in the planning 


and financing of a proposed building program or an individual looking for a sound investment plan, 
Church Extension can serve your needs. 


A staff of experienced personnel stands ready to administer a five-point church service program 
including general and architectural counseling, fund-raising, loans and depository services. 


To help support this program Church Extension offers you, your church and its organizations 
two unique savings plans—344% Passbook accounts and 4% Investment Certificates. 


Your trust investment will provide financing for church construction across the Brotherhood and 
at the same time earn generous interest income for your personal plans. 


INVESTIGATE CHURCH EXTENSION’S MANY SERVICES TODAY 


BOARD OF CHURCH EXTENSION OF DISCIPLES OF CHRIST 


110 South Downey Avenue Indianapolis 7, Indiana 


Please send further Savings Plan information to 


NAME 





ADDRESS 
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LET’S TALK IT OVER 





QUESTION: The question I am sub- 
mitting I would like to have an- 
swered in such a way that it might 
be printed in leaflet form and 
handed to members of the church. 
The question is this: What is ex- 
pected of me as a member of the 
Christian Church? 


ANSWER: Your question has been 
given much thought—in fact it has 
spoiled a night’s sleep. I am going 
to do something I have never at- 
tempted before. I am going to 
try and answer your question in 
four parts. 

Whether or not it is ever printed 
in leaflet form will, I think, depend 
on three things: 1. The willingness 
of the editor to devote four issues 
of the column to this subject; 2. 
My ability to answer your ques- 
tion in simple, understandable and 
challenging terms; 3. Your ability 
to get four or five hundred 
churches to order enough copies of 
the proposed leaflet to pay your 
printing costs. 

As a member of Christ’s church 
you will be expected to “Think.” 
God has given us minds. Some 
have great minds, others of us me- 
diocre minds. However, it is the 
possession and development of that 
mind that makes us a true child of 
God. 

You must think about God and 
his relation to man. Christ came 
to reveal the fullness of God and 
to be a Christian we must try to 
comprehend that fullness. It is no 
sin to have doubts. The sin is in 
refusing to think our way through 
our doubts. Some call it theology 
but I prefer to call it thinking 
about God and our relationship to 
him. Our great source book is the 
Bible. It will take the best mind 
you possess to read the Bible with 
understanding, but that is what is 
expected of you as a church mem- 
ber. 


You must think about the church 
and its program. Christ established 
the church and he expects all of 
his followers to give heart and 
mind and soul and strength to 
serve that church. The church is a 
fellowship of believers. In becom- 
ing a Christian you said “I be- 
lieve,” but that confession means 
much more than mental assent. It 
means that you have entered a fel- 
lowship that reaches around the 
world. 

To refuse to think of the total 
church program in either your 
local church, your home commu- 
nity or around the world means 
that you are contributing to the 
impotence of Christ’s church. To 
have a vital part in building the 
program of the church—the king- 
dom of God on earth—is what 
makes you a real church member. 

You must think great thoughts. 
The mind and the heart grows in 
relationship to the greatness of our 
thoughts. If we spend our time 
in idle conversation or in reading 
trash we cannot hope to be a 
worthy church member. If we read 
great books and think great 
thoughts we help to lift the world 
toward God and glorify the church 
with our lives. 

Paul said to the members of the 
church at Phillipi, “Whatever is 
true, whatever is honorable, what- 
ever is just, whatever is pure, 
whatever is lovely, whatever is 
gracious,.... think about these 
things.” Here is certainly a part 
of the answer to your question. 

Many churches have been 
wrecked because the members re- 
fused to see the good in others 
and went about bearing false wit- 
ness against other church mem- 
bers. Beautiful churches have been 
erected because pastor and people 
have thought and prayed about 
the beautiful. The Kingdom of 
God has been made strong because 


by F. E. Davison 


church members have been the 
bearers of good reports concerning 
their fellow church members. 

You must think about life and 
death. Above all others, church 
members should be willing to give 
earnest thought to the mysteries 
of life and the inevitability of 
death. It is not enough to sing 
“Ah, sweet mystery of life.’ We 
must be willing to probe into 
those mysteries. 

Some of us are tempted to shove 
aside the thought of death while 
others live every hour in mortal 
fear of death. The member of 
Christ’s church should be able to 
lay hold upon a faith that causes 
him to glorify life and win the 
victory over death. Let us say 
“Thanks be to God, who gives us 
the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” 











